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The ethnography of caring networks

Disentangling a governance order in-the-making

Networked governance arrangements have increasingly occupied the center
stage in public debates about how to organize contemporary societies,
including healthcare. Moving beyond polished ideas and discourses of
networks, this book shifts attention from networks as well-demarcated
governance structures to seeing networks as dynamic and emerging social
phenomena. The cases of networking in older person and hospital care put
forward the muitiple, ongoing, place-based, multi-layered, and
multi-purpose nature of networking. The book offers a lived view of
networking, uncovering relations, interactions, and dynamics among actors
during policy reforms. The ethnography of caring networks is a plea against
overly romanticizing network governance, and a plea for care—from a
critical-pragmatist perspective—for a governance order in-the-making that
relies on networks. It is an invitation to acknowledge the practice and
mundanity of network governance for healthcare policy and practice,
leaving room for the dark and the light side of networking as a way of public
problem-solving. This book will be of interest to anyone seeking to better

understand the doings, workings, and meanings of caring networks.

Oemar van der Woerd is a
Postdoctoral researcher in

the Department of Healthcare
Governance and the Erasmus Center
for Healthcare Management of
Erasmus University Rotterdam.
Through ethnographic research
methods, he aims to shed light on

how situated actors work within

networked healthcare settings.
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