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Problematic power relations:

inequality, oppression, exclusion, exploitation, extraction, injustice

How & to what extent are social enterprises (+ other social 

innovations) challenging and/or reproducing power relations? 

What are (un)intended power implications of 

social innovations such as social enterprises?
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Unpacking the transformative 

potential of social enterprise 

Want a Pdf copy of this chapter? 
Contact avelino@drift.eur.nl 
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Multi-Actor Perspective

Multiple institutional 

logics & actor roles

Avelino & Wittmayer 2016, 2019, Based on Evers & Laville 2004, Pestoff 1992
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Social Enterprise

Emerges across diverse 

institutional logics

Shifting (power) relations & 

boundaries between 

institutional logics is

inherent to SE.

Avelino & Wittmayer 2019
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How/to what extent is Social Enterprise challenging/reproducing power relations 

in which (institutional context) and at what level?  

Evaluating transformative potential of Social Enterprise

Avelino & Wittmayer 2019



Decentralisation in one

place can lead to 

(re)centralisation

elsewhere (and visa 

versa). 

Power (de)/(re)centralization 
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Mainstreaming

How can/are social enterprises

that aim to contribute to 

just sustainability transitions, 

be mainstreamed & gain power 

while maintaining 

transformative potential?

Bureaucratization & 

Standardization 

Marketization & 

Commodification
Socialisation & 

Communalisation



In your studies, research and/or experience,

how & to what extent are social enterprises 

challenging and/or reproducing power relations? 

(and/or: what are (or may be)

(un)intended power implications of 

social enterprises?)

Question to discuss 
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