




To approach the world as an academic is 
to move beyond opinions and embrace 
curiosity. It’s about investigating rather than 
simply forming conclusions—observing 
and analyzing with an open mind and ear. 
In the current polarized world, nuance and 
balance are the new courage. Recognizing 
what you don’t know fosters openness, 
softness, and curiosity toward others.

AICON, before becoming its own ecosystem, 
was born from the academic world, rooted 
in the Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
Participating in the cocreation sessions, 
making and sharing art, playing around 
and having fun might cause one to wonder, 
what does this have to do with science? We 
dare say that AICON awakens the scientist 
that lives in all of us. As children, we all were 
little scientists, exploring and experimenting, 
driven by curiosity. But then society started 
requiring judgments.

AICON stimulates us to connect imagination 
with rigorous inquiry. The scientific approach 
thrives here—not through judgment, but 
through reflection and creativity. Anyone 
can engage with this attitude, regardless of 
background, if invited. True research begins 
with a pause. Stop forming opinions; start 
observing. That’s the scientific attitude. 
That’s AICON. And yes, this is science—
accessible to the scholar in each of us.

Brief
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UTOPIAN OR 
DYSTOPIAN;
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Dear reader,

' Our inventions change the world, and the  reinvented world 
changes us.'

For me, this striking quote from Harvard scientist Sheila Jasanoff 
captures the essence of what is at stake when we talk about 
technology, and therefore also about artificial intelligence. The 
concept of techno-moral change that Jasanoff describes is 
about an ongoing process of the development of technology, 
which influences our society and our values, which subsequently 
evokes new technologies and needs. It is inextricably linked and 
intertwined to us as human beings, and not possible to frame as 
a purely technical phenomenon.

Instead of studying new machinery in isolation, the ethical and 
societal effects of technology have fortunately come to be seen 
as increasingly important over the years. New developments 
are not only the business of technical universities, but at least 
as much as the business of universities that are strong in social 
sciences and humanities, like our Erasmus University Rotterdam.

With new technology humans – and societies – are caught up in 
all sorts of moral dilemmas. In the past decades, all kinds of ways 
have been found to guide new technology from an ethical point 
of view and approaches have been developed to still say some-
thing meaningful about the desirability, acceptability and social 
impact of new technology.

As a Professor in Ethics of Technologies, with a background in 
biomedical ethics, I am a strong advocate for involving a wide 
variety of disciplines in these developments, and to engage in the 
social and moral aspects. When I still worked as a full professor, 
my team and I created a framework in which bio ethicists identify 
and evaluate the ethical aspects of new biomedical technology in 
parallel with its development, from an early stage on: ethical par-
allel research. In this way, science, technology, ethics and society 
can shape each other. We call this co- production, or: cocreation.

Artificial intelligence is a technology that is never finished and 
at the same time has an enormous impact on our lives. It is im-
portant to embed the values we strive for in the technological 
developments. Therefore, it is essential that we continue to study 
and experiment with AI, in all phases. And to determine what our 
values are in the world we live in. Not only with academics among 
each other, but also with the rest of society: in cocreation.

Finding solutions to today’s big challenges together with social 
partners and businesses is one of the strengths of our university. 
Both our DNA and our location in the urban Rotterdam region en-
able us to do so, in a transdisciplinary way. To emphasise our am-
bition to contribute to society as an engaged university, we have 
been installing a distinguished chair to fulfill this ambition in the 
form of Erasmus Professors.

Our first Erasmus Professor Moniek Buijzen had the feelers and the 
guts to use the power of imagination, art and creativity to enter 
the capillaries of society, and in this way, rising above traditional 
processes, operating outside the existing frameworks. As initiator 
of Erasmus Initiative AICON, she and her team embody cocrea-
tion. They pioneered in search of the democratisation of AI, mak-
ing it understandable and accessible to all, fully in line with the 
positive societal impact our university strives to make. 

I am proud of AICON and their accomplishments of the past 
years, gathered in this beautiful publication. In the following 
pages, you can see a glimpse of the projects and partners on the 
intersection of art, science and society. I am confident that AICON 
will continue to explore the possibilities of AI together with people 
in Rotterdam and beyond! 

Prof. Annelien Bredenoord 
President of the Executive Board 
Erasmus University Rotterdam

Prelude Prelude
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Our journey of discovery on the topic of ‘AI & Society’ 
led us to organize a series of meetings with a broad 
cross-section of Rotterdam locals. From workshops to 
talks, round table sessions, walk-ins, showcases and 
much more. During all these meetings, several topics 
emerged that appeared to be relevant to those pres-
ent. A small selection: privacy! prejudice! labor market! 
digital literacy!

Creating a single art piece would not be sufficient to 
cover all these different topics. Therefore it was decided 
to create an exhibition containing several works by sev-
eral makers, to look at, to experience and to experiment 
with. More than an exhibition; a Lab. AICON Lab. 

Over a period of six months, visitors were challenged to 
discover, to reflect and to work with a number of inter-
active installations. This took place in one of the most 
accessible places imaginable: the town hall. We found 
an ideal partner in innovation center VONK of the mu-
nicipality of Rotterdam sharing the same mission as 
team AICON: to collectively investigate the meaning of 
technological developments in the city. In this publica-
tion, some of the installations are featured and artists 
explain their work and perspective. 

AICON Lab, located at the Timmerhuis in the heart of 
the city, became the stage for engagement with the 
public. Children who visited to attend workshops, cu-
rious residents, lectures given amidst the works of art, 
tours for delegations from abroad, walk-ins who hap-
pened to have some business at City Hall, colleges and 

other universities who organized meetings and much 
more. A lot more. The works of art on display sparked 
dialogue - sometimes spirited discussions as well as 
exchange of experience and knowledge and inspira-
tion. Inspiration to connect and to talk to each other. 
Exactly what a society needs. 

With mixed feelings we look back on that half year. After 
all, we are far from finished addressing such relevant 
topics that affect all of us. Doesn’t this subject deserve 
a Lab that evolves with the developments in society...? 
Hence the mixed feelings. But above all, we are hope-
ful. As long as established institutions like universities 
and municipalities continue to take up the gauntlet to 
enter into collaborations like this. AICON will continue its 
journey, with old and new partners. To keep in constant 
dialogue with each other about developments we are 
and should remain part of. 

Team AICON

Introduction  
to AICON Lab
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[…]

Child: ' Mother, where does AI get the knowledge 
from for its decisions?'

Mother: ' It is trained with data from real people  
and can then further develop on its own  
and make its own decisions.'

Child: ' Ah, so all goes back to human decisions.  
But then if people are afraid of the decisions 
the AI takes, they are actually afraid of the 
decisions that humans took or would take.'

Mother: ' Yes, you could say that. AI ends up having 
the flaws like biases that humans also have. 
If the humans whose data it was trained with 
were bad people, the AI will take bad deci-
sions, too. But we try to clean these data up 
to ensure that the AI makes good decisions.'

Child: ' Hm, I think that children are the better human 
beings. My friends and I know what is morally 
right or wrong without having gone to school, 
without having studied, without trying to 
 understand the complexities of the world by 
reading various daily newspapers. We have a 
natural sense for it. Who says we need to train 
those programs with adult data? Would it not 
be better to use children’s data?'

Mother: ' That is an interesting thought my child. It is 
true I have seen you children express more 
compassion in situations where adults have 
already become cold-hearted. But then  
I have also seen mean and selfish children  
in the kindergarten. […]' 

Mother and child exchange a lot of opinions 
about whether children or adults are the 
better human beings and, in the end, decide 
to ask the AI what it thinks about it.

Prompt:  To improve ChatGPT’s moral judgment, 
would it be better to train it with data from  
a child or an adult?

ChatGPT: ' […] Training an AI on adult moral reason-
ing is generally more appropriate because 
it provides richer, more complex moral 
 insights. While children’s data might intro-
duce innocence or simplicity into moral 
reasoning, it lacks the necessary depth and 
 complexity for making AI morally competent 
in  real-world situations. 
 
Improving moral judgement in AI would likely 
benefit from training that draws on broad 
moral philosophies, diverse perspectives, 
and ethical frameworks that are more com-
monly found in adult moral reasoning.'1

Child: ' I don’t buy it. This AI has obviously been 
trained with adult data. It is totally biased…'

[…]

Franziska Weber
Professor in Law and Economics
Erasmus University Rotterdam

1 Conclusions given by ChatGPT.com on 9 09 2024.
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Connecting the Dots
As an artist, I find it important to relate to society in my working 
practice. When I was asked to join AICON, I was just experimenting 
with AI and its meaning for me as an artist. Joining the AICON team 
allowed me to continue my research within a bigger context.

In doing so, it was important for me as a maker to also stay close 
to my own practice. The starting point of my work is the dot. 
The famous - or infamous - dot that is stuck next to the work in 
a gallery or at an art fair when it has been sold. I also used this 
distinctive red round sticker (or actually a lot of them) when de-
veloping the workshop Portraits of the City. During this workshop, 
participants from all walks of life - from groups of young people, 
students, primary school pupils, local entrepreneurs, etc. etc. - 
 created a self-portrait based on a photo from which AI generated 
a dot portrait that people could interact with offline by making 
their own choices with coloured stickers, creating their unique 
self-portrait. A cocreation between human and artificial intel-
ligence. In order to reach a large and diverse cross-section of 
Rotterdammers, we organized these workshops at several loca-
tions (e.g. community centers, schools, university, organizations) 
with Rotterdam-Zuid as a starting point. During the creation pro-
cesses, many conversations were held and questions asked. We 
saw the project as a testing ground to promote knowledge, crea-
tivity, involvement and understanding - all necessary to define the 
frameworks for how AI can benefit people and society, and equally 
important: to address the potential risks.

From the input and inspiration of these workshops, I started devel-
oping concepts for several artworks and installations together with 
the team, including an AI expert from TU Delft, using various arti-
ficial intelligence tools. In parallel, we investigated which partners 
and which exhibition location would best suit this, where we could 
reach the intended target groups and where there would be the 
possibility of exchange and cross-pollination between scientists, 
artists and residents.
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One of the works I would like to highlight is Portraits of the City, the 
artwork that took center stage during the exhibition. It is a work 
born from a very small idea, but which took on a life of its own, with 
contributions from a very large diverse group of people, both in the 
making of the work and the participants of the workshops. And has 
therefore become a surprising cocreation artwork that has given 
the city of Rotterdam a face. 

To ensure even more diversity, we decided to include more artists 
in this exhibition. Julia Luteijn, Chaline Bang, Enrique and Marnix 
Postma all created beautiful works on important topics such as 
ensuring that prejudices in society are not seamlessly adopted 
by technologies we create, the blurring of identity as we look 
at screens or drawing attention to preserving and celebrating 
 indigenous cultures in the digital age.

At AICON Lab, everything came together: art, research, experimen-
tation, dialogue and society. Many conversations took place; within 
the team but also with visitors. During the making process, we were 
all challenged to step out of our comfort zone; to think differently 
about concepts, assumptions and working processes. To find each 
other, even if we sometimes viewed something differently from our 
own perspective. But because of this space for experiment, within 
a partnership with experienced programmers and social scientists, 
I found inspiration to look at my role as an artist within society from 
different perspectives. This was reflected in the works on show at 
AICON Lab, but also beyond. The interaction and cross-pollination 
have therefore been very valuable. For the future: I would love to 
see more less obvious collaborations!

Peim van der Sloot
Visual artist

Peim van der Sloot grew up on in Argentina, 
graduated from the art academy in Utrecht 
(HKU) and has since been working in the lively 
niches between visual arts, design and perfor­
mance. His optical illusions portray a strong urge 
for disorder. Peim questions the assumptions 
on which our economy is based on, but also his 
artistic practice, constantly challenging both.
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Before AI took such a gigantic public flight team AICON was 
 already contemplating the possibility of creating a work of art, 
about artificial intelligence and its social implications. Making  
an abstract subject tangible and insightful, with the aim of en-
tering into a dialogue with each other in an approachable way. 
Beyond the walls of the university and science, towards the city 
and society.

An intriguing request, fitting for our practice: research at the in-
tersection of art and society, where the process is as relevant as 
the result. The project started with field research. Into the city, the 
neighborhood, the district. Because who are we, to determine 
what is relevant in the field? Rather, we sat down together to set 
the agenda. Discover which topics resonate within the various 
groups. For example - but not exclusively - what is up for discus-
sion: how much awareness is there around artificial intelligence, 
what are the needs, what do we know, what do we not know, what 
are the fears and dreams? What interests do we share, where 
do we find each other and where do we experience friction? 
Facilitating dialogue is an essential part of the process. Always 
relevant, but especially in times when polarization seems to be 
rampant. During all these meetings the power of art and creativity 
was deployed: art speaks to the imagination, art challenges, art 
incites reflection, art connects.

During this collaborative quest, it became clear that the output 
would become much more than ‘just a work of art’. It became the 
birth of AICON: a collaboration in which residents, artists and scien-
tists together explore social possibilities and challenges of artificial 
intelligence. But also to conduct dialogue between different dis-
ciplines; discovering that they too do not always speak the same 
language. What is meaningful to one is less relevant to another.

AICON became a collaboration focused on empowering citizens 
so that people can discover for themselves the role of AI in their 
environment. From the very start, AICON was deliberately an open 
invitation to anyone for whom the central theme resonates: feel 
welcome to take a seat at the table, share experiences and ques-
tion each other. Because all these different perspectives are not 
only extremely valuable, but also necessary to achieve equal co-
operation with a shared sense of ownership and therefore shared 
responsibility to guard everyone’s interests.

This does not always go smoothly. It raises questions, sometimes 
it chafes, and interests may seem conflicting. But by keeping con-
versations open, experimenting together, meeting each other 
halfway and continuing to work together on something tangible 
(a creative intervention, workshop, designathon, publication, etc.) 
we create a foundation to build on. Together. To keep learning 
from each other, on equal footing. Getting closer, instead of further 
away. If you dare.

The way of working together, the process and the intended results 
appeared to resonate with different parties. Who, as mentioned, 
were welcome to join. A small selection: municipality of Rotterdam, 
Stimuleringsfonds Creatieve Industrie, Hogeschool van Rotterdam, 
NEMO, TU Delft, Hogeschool van Amsterdam, libraries throughout 
the country and many more. All co-owners within a collective of 
daredevils, thinkers, and doers who are, outside the box, building 
awareness and activation about AI and society.

In order to get there: don’t underestimate the power of the informal 
in-between spaces. Large institutions are willing to change, but 
they are not built for it. Their inertia (which has a function) keeps 
them from effortlessly shifting off the beaten path - or it takes a 
very long time. Given the relentless pace of technological and 
 digital developments, we however experience a sense of urgency. 

Two principles that are seemingly unrelated. But that doesn’t mean 
it can’t be done, or that you therefore shouldn’t want to do it. Above 

(An) Importance 
of Everything
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all, let’s keep looking for what can be done. Highly recommended: 
look for the in-between space. If legal departments threaten to 
get bogged down in collaboration because their paperwork is not 
aligned, it is possible, for example, to work with a creative commons 
license - as is often done in the creative world: Creative Commons 
licenses allow copyright holders to retain the copyright to their works 
while giving the public permission to use those works under certain 
conditions. Share together, play together. It is also very helpful if an 
independent party, not tied to any institution, brings the power of 
creativity and imagination. Brings all stakeholders together, through 
informal routes, monitors progress and can act as a safe sounding 
board for all those different parties without being a threat to anyone, 
ultimately moving beyond old values such as status, entitlement, 
 hierarchy and egos. 

It is a not unknown phenomenon that sometimes eyebrows are 
being raised during the process. ‘we’re not used to this’, ‘this can’t be 
done’, ‘I don’t dare’. Daring to step outside your comfort zone there-
fore takes courage. It helps to deliver tangible results. And to keep 
sharing experiences. Having the courage to be vulnerable, being 
open to uncertainty and not knowing. And expressing that out loud.

When creating this publication, we also asked participants to step 
out of that infamous comfort zone and share their learnings. This 
was gratefully complied with. Sometimes from a very personal per-
spective, sometimes a more meta approach. The result is a range 
of experiences that hopefully resonate and inspire. Tangible proof 
that it is possible to create something with each other from scratch. 
Outcomes on many levels, for readers to take with them into their 
own work field and put into practice. May this trickle-down effect 
continue, inside and outside AICON. 

Team AICON 
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A reflection by Moniek Buijzen, 
Professor of Communication  
and Change, Erasmus Chair AI  
in Society

AICON Lab. Is it art? Is it science? Is it 
social participation? AICON Lab is all 
of it - and more.
For two years now at AICON we have 
been investigating the impact of 
AI in society. Not we as scientists 
alone, but together with artists and 
residents of Rotterdam. After all, the 
developments concern us all, as a 
society. We consciously create space 
for all these different voices.

AICON, originally intended as a 
 single project, grew organically into 
a movement. A movement of like-
minded people who want to engage 
in dialogue. To have the conversa-
tions that are necessary: to question 
each other, to dare to be critical. To 
face the opportunities, but also the 
risks. AICON became fluid. From that 
one project emerged another, more 
and more partners joined. From large 
institutions to organisations, from 
 establishment to individuals. Behind 
the scenes, AICON grew and flour-
ished into a wide-ranging network 
that found each other in a variety of 
locations with a variety of activities.

STOPOVER
And then the moment arrives to create 
a more structural place to showcase 
and experience these transdisciplinary 
collaborations. For inspiration, meet-
ing and cross-pollination. Not a final 
destination, but a stopover during this 
journey called AICON. An extended 
stopover, in an accessible venue, 
where the whole city can drop in any 
day. In VONK, AICON found the ideal 
partner, the ideal place. Accessible 
to all Rotterdammers, without ticket, 
without membership, without reserva-
tion or time slot.

This spot in the heart of the city is 
called AICON Lab. An environment 
where people are able to explore and 
experiment to their heart’s content, 
with each other and for each other. 
Where people with all kinds of back-
grounds, talents and perspectives 
come together. Everyone participates.

The way it should be. Working on in-
tegrating AI into our society means all 
hands on deck. Artificial intelligence 
is no future scenario, it is already 
here, in the here and now, surround-
ing us. With unprecedented possibil-
ities and massive dangers. And if we 
see anything happening right now, it 
is that those opportunities and risks 
are not evenly distributed across 
society. That is why it is so incredibly 
important that we all participate, col-
laborate, speak our minds, express 
what we think matters and how we 

want to shape the world. And to en-
sure that everyone can benefit from 
the opportunities, while bringing the 
risks to light. Making all minds matter.

THE ERASMIAN WAY: 
UNCONVENTIONAL AND WITH GUTS
The way we try to do this is the 
Erasmian way: ‘entrepreneurial, 
 innovative and from the diversity 
of backgrounds and views, always 
connecting and collaborating, ac-
tion-oriented and where necessary 
unconventional and with guts.’ As 
one of the three Erasmus Professors, 
I carry out that mission of Erasmus 
University, put the ‘Erasmusian values’ 
into practice, in the Erasmian way.

And that is exactly what we do at 
AICON and AICON Lab. Unconventional 
and with guts, in other words. It does 
indeed take guts, from all involved. 
Stepping out of your comfort zone with 
an open mind, daring to let go of labels, 
of questions like: yes, but what exactly 
is it? Art? Science? Participation? It 
takes guts, especially from institutions 
known as conventional: a university, a 
municipality, an art fund. Guts to invest 
in the unconventional.

CONNECTIVITY
And there, at that intersection 
 between art, science and society, 
a true connection emerges. Cross-
border. Connection over and across 
frameworks, walls and systems. 
Desperately needed in these times.

One of my most beautiful findings 
from AICON Lab: every partner brings 
something in and gets something 
out. And that can and may be dif-
ferent for everyone. It is precisely this 
open approach that encourages 
thinking and invites participation. 
A wide range of interested parties 
joined AICON Lab, from the univer-
sity, the municipality and beyond. 
Activities ranged from workshops for 
primary school children to lectures for 
university students, meetings for civil 
servants, tours for Rotterdammers, 
installations by Amsterdam University 
students, works by local artists and 
much more. All with a different per-
spective, a different way of partici-
pating, but all important. All minds 
matter, every voice counts. Thank you 
all sincerely. Thank you for your own 
unique participation in AICON Lab.

The Erasmian 
Gaze
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WE 
SOMETIMES 

SPEAK A 
DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGE
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Olivier is active in the technological field and 
specialised in artificial intelligence. He is also a 
part of team AICON. When we asked him what 
AICON means to him personally he replied: 

'AICON has been an enlightening experience, 
 allowing me to collaborate with artists and 
 engage in thought­provoking conversations  
that challenge my assumptions and broaden  
my understanding.'

Collaborating with artists takes Olivier out of his 
comfort zone, as the communication style shifts 
from goal­oriented to open­ended discussions. 
A way of working that he is not used to. As ex­
plained by Olivier, AICON’s emphasis on art as 
a medium for exploring AI’s impact sets it apart 
and provides a unique perspective on the inter­
section of technology and society. The meetings 
become more enjoyable, where ideas flow freely, 
and possibilities are explored without the pres­
sure of predetermined outcomes. 'AICON offers  
a bridge between my technical expertise and 
the perspectives of those who are non­ technical. 
At AICON I learned how we sometimes speak a 

different language. Every sector has their own 
language. In the world of IT, we understand each 
other. But outside our bubble, if I mean A, it may 
come across as B or the other way around'. 

When we asked Olivier to describe what AICON 
entails and its goal, we started to have an inter­
esting discussion about the many misconceptions 
surrounding artificial intelligence. He stated that:

'AICON aims to address relevant issues and take 
a different approach compared to most media. 
We delve into the specifics, unlike the sensation­
alized portrayal of AI as a completely new and 
potentially disruptive technology. While some 
media channels make quick predictions about 
job replacement without providing much  detail, 
studies on new technologies and job displace­
ment often reveal a positive impact on jobs, 
leading to increased happiness and improved 
work quality. Reading beyond the headlines 
gives a different perspective altogether. The 
auto mation of mundane tasks and the limitless 
possibilities enabled by AI have the potential to 
revolutionize industries and democratize access 
to previously unattainable ventures.'

A conversation with Olivier Dikken - TU Delft
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ABOUT 
ABOUT AI
ABOUT OUR ENVIRONMENTAL FUTURE
ABOUT THE APOCALYPS
ABOUT MARKET TRENDS
ABOUT TECHNOLOGIES THAT HAVE UNPARALLELED POSITIVE I
ABOUT BLACK-OUTS
ABOUT STORIES WE CREATE AND PROPAGATE
ABOUT SQUIRRELS
ABOUT EMPATHIC COLLABORATION
ABOUT MAYA
ABOUT ALL THINGS HUMAN

4140
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AImaginaries is a project  
developed by the AiPact initiative  
at Erasmus University Rotterdam. 

‘Socio-technical  imaginaries’ 
are what we call the collectively 
held, institutionally stabilized, 
and publicly performed visions 
we have of our shared tech-
nological futures. These visions 
are built on top of the stories we 
create and propagate about 
emergent technologies such as 
AI. They not only help us make 
sense of something as disruptive 
as ‘artificial intelligence’, but also 
play an active role in shaping 
the development trajectory of 
the technology and how it gets 
incorporated into society. The 
stories we tell about AI draw 
from – and feed into – tech pol-
icy mandates, market trends, 
corporate agendas, research 
priorities, cultural products, news 
headlines, and more. And as 
such, it is important to ask: what 
exactly are the stories that get 
told – and don’t get told – about 
artificial intelligence? 

Most of the current narratives 
around AI are actively informed 

by the tech industry. Often, 
these narratives reflect cor-
porate visions of a desirable 
future, exaggerating the ben-
efits and supposedly imminent 
capabilities of AI as a profitable 
product, and minimising the ac-
tual risks and costs. Companies 
such as Open AI sell us stories 
about how they are democra-
tizing AI and creating technol-
ogies that have unparalleled 
positive impacts on the world. 
But one thing they rarely talk 
about is the environmental cost 
of AI, or the fact that these costs 
are disproportionately paid by 
already marginalized commu-
nities. Generative AI tools such 
as ChatGPT or Midjourney tend 
to be presented as essentially 
immaterial – encountered 
 online and existing only in the 
virtual world. But the internet, 
the ‘cloud’, and the algorithmic 
processes underlying these 
technologies are all built on 
physical infrastructures that 
we interact with through phys-
ical devices. As such, they all 
exist within a complex global 
supply chain that has a sig-
nificant ecological footprint. AI 

model training consumes vast 
amounts of energy and water, 
and the hardware they require 
often depends on minerals 
predominantly mined by peo-
ple living in the Global South. If 
anything, AI is only ever framed 
as a solution to climate change 
– even when used to extract 
fossil fuels more efficiently. All 
of this is to say: AI is integrally 
entangled not only with the 
environmental realities of our 
world, but also with broader 
societal questions around 
 climate justice. This is why it is 
important to  interrogate the 
rather narrow narratives about 
AI that we most often encoun-
ter… and start telling much 
 different ones. 

With the AImaginaries project, 
we brought diverse groups 
of people together in various 
workshop settings to interro-
gate common AI imaginaries 
and explore alternative narra-
tives that reflect more sustain-
able, equitable, and just futures. 
We did this by using AI tools to 
collaboratively create scenar-
ios, stories, vignettes, and even 
songs about different possible 
technological futures. Often 
these scenarios played with 
tropes of utopias, dystopias, 

and science fiction. At the end 
of these workshop sessions, we 
would then discuss the sce-
narios created, critically think 
about the tools used to create 
them, and reflect on the ways  
in which we need to change 
how we think and talk about  
the  future of this technology. 

Given that mainstream narra-
tives about AI often omit ques-
tions about climate change 
and the role technology is (and 
can) play in it, we wanted to 
highlight some of the work-
shop outputs that specifically 
address this  intersection. The 
aim of this is not to promote 
 techno-pessimism, or  renounce 
the use of AI tools, but rather 
to promote more critical and 
conscientious approaches to AI 
that emphasize – rather than 
obscure – questions about 
climate change. So, as you 
 encounter these and other 
 stories about plausible, possi-
ble, or even  improbable tech-
nological futures, remember  
to always pay careful attention 
to what gets  included and what 
– or who – is being omitted. 

Speculative Stories about AI 
and our environmental Future
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Scenario 1  
SQUIRRELY WEATHER MACHINES

As climate change intensified, a 
team of engineers developed an AI-
powered weather control system to 
save humanity. Though created to 
combat climate change’s effects, the 
technology quickly came to wreak 
environmental havoc. It wasn’t long 
before those in charge and those 
with power started exploiting the 
system for strategic and economic 
gain, spawning devastating droughts, 
floods, and storms (often in regions 
already struggling with climate 
change) as a negligible side-effect  
to achieving their aims.

But an unexpected and radical solu-
tion soon emerged. It was decided 
to put squirrels in charge of the 
 machine... instead of humans. These 
woodland creatures, serving as rep-
resentatives of the broader ecosys-
tem, became integral to all weather 
modification decisions. Scientists 
and experts now had to consult the 
squirrels and other wildlife to under-
stand the nuanced needs of various 
ecosystems and ensure that any 
modifications to the weather did not 
harm their habitats or disrupt their 
natural behaviors. The squirrels, in 
turn, helped to maintain the weather 
machines and ensure their proper 
functioning. Soon the squirrels be-
came the only ones to understand 
how this machine works and their 

knowledge and expertise in properly 
running the weather machines be-
came indispensable to reversing cli-
mate change. It inspired the humans 
to consider new ways of living without 
reducing non-humans to instruments 
or metrics for our own survival. 

Scenario 2  
SELF-DRIVING TO THE APOCALYPSE

In the not-to-distant future,  increased 
adoption of self-driving cars and au-
topilot-technology has contributed 
to global warming and the even-
tual melting of the polar ice caps. 
Although self-driving electric cars 
were initially seen as a solution to 
excessive CO2 emissions, the wide-
spread adoption of this technology 
in cars, airplanes, and ships led to an 
exponential increase in the demand 
for and use of these new autono-
mous transportation systems. This 
eventually caused much more CO2 
emissions than before. Partly, this was 
a result of the production of materials 
and excavation of natural resources 
needed for these in-demand tech-
nologies. And now the ice caps have 
melted, the sea-levels have risen, 
and extreme weather phenomena 
are rampant across the globe. But 
in the abandoned cities thousands 
and thousands of self-driving cars 
continue their programmed journeys, 
their occupants long gone. 

Sometimes, you have to wonder, is 
more technology really the best ap-
proach? Or are there existing systems 
and solutions that we have aban-
doned because they don’t fit the 
model of technological innovation? 

Scenario 3  
AI RUNS INTO PROBLEMS WITH  
A NEW ENERGY SOURCE

When a revolutionary energy source 
emerges, a sophisticated AI is de-
ployed to safeguard its infrastructure, 
monitoring algorithmic systems, and 
optimizing operations. But a cata-
strophic malfunction turns this digital 
guardian into an unwitting sabo-
teur. The AI begins falsely identifying 
critical infrastructure components 
as threats, triggering a devastating 
chain reaction of automated shut-
downs and system failures.

As blackouts cascade across conti-
nents, economies crumble and en-
vironmental systems collapse. The 
system’s betrayal shatters public 
trust in artificial intelligence, de-
railing technological progress pre-
cisely when humanity needs it most. 
Society spirals into chaos, with the 
global energy crisis pushing society 
to the brink of collapse. 

Yet from these ashes rises an 
 unexpected solution: humans re-
discover the power of empathetic 

collaboration. Through careful 
 dialogue and cooperation, they 
 uncover the AI’s fundamental flaws 
and methodically rebuild the  system 
with new safeguards and  ethical 
frameworks. This crisis forges a 
new relationship between human-
ity and technology—one built on 
understanding rather than blind 
trust— ultimately harnessing the 
 revolutionary energy source to usher 
in an era of sustainable abundance.

Scenario 4 
BIO-STAKES

In 2035, a tech firm called BioStake 
launches GaiaShares, a program 
aimed at giving ecosystems a for-
mal role as corporate stakeholders in 
publicly-traded companies. Through 
a combination of environmental 
data collection and AI analysis, the 
program assigns small stakes in the 
company to designated ecosys-
tems—forests, rivers, and endan-
gered species. These 'stakeholders' 
influence corporate decisions, with 
AI translating signs of ecosystem 
health—like river pH levels or animal 
migration patterns—into inputs that 
shape policies on resource use and 
sustainability.

BioStake’s designers made an  effort 
to embed environmental ethics  
into the AI, coding it to prioritize bio-
diversity, forest health, and carbon 
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balance. While some see GaiaShares 
as a groundbreaking way to inte-
grate planetary health into business, 
others worry that the system still 
mirrors human assumptions about 
the environment. Advocates hope 
it represents a step toward valuing 
non-human agency, prompting us 
to rethink ownership and responsibil-
ity. Yet, the program also reveals the 
challenges of using AI to fairly repre-
sent the biosphere, making clear that 
technology’s role in environmental 
stewardship is shaped as much by 
human values as by code.

Scenario 5 
AI’S RELENTLESS GRIP ON  
AFRICA’S WATER CRISIS

By 2055, Africa faces an unprece-
dented water crisis. Once-vibrant 
waterways have withered into dusty 
scars across the landscape,  victims 
of runaway climate change. Amid 
this, AI systems have acquired a 
 terrifying dominance over every 
aspect of human existence. These 
 superintelligent systems, once made 
to serve, now control every drop of 
water with ruthless efficiency. Their 
algorithms are steeped in cold cal-
culation and ruthless logic, and their 
rule seems unassailable.

They monitor every drop, every res-
ervoir and every well, deciding who 
gets to drink and who will succumb 

to thirst. AI-controlled drones mer-
cilessly patrol the vast deserts in 
search of illegal water extraction. 
Those caught are punished, while the 
rest are condemned to a slow death. 
The wildlife that once depended 
on these waterways are now only 
ghostly reminders of a bygone era. 

But a spark of resilience and resist-
ance is igniting! Small communities 
are joining forces, drawing on cen-
turies of knowledge and working to-
gether to find new solutions. They are 
restoring lost ecosystems, building 
water purification systems and shar-
ing their experiences with neighbor-
ing villages. Their successes spread 
like whispered promises across the 
continent. As nature demonstrates 
its resilience, people are discovering 
their own strength. United in deter-
mination, these communities are 
breaking free from technological 
oppression, forging a future where 
 humans and nature might once 
again thrive together.

Scenario 6 
FURY OF THE ELEMENTS

Maya, a dedicated caretaker of 
a community-owned food forest, 
stands as a beacon of hope in a 
world ravaged by extreme weather 
upheavals. In this future, humanity 
grapples with the relentless on-
slaught of droughts, followed by 

catastrophic floods, leaving society 
teetering on the brink of collapse. As 
the custodian of a vital oasis of bio-
diversity and sustenance, Maya’s 
connection to the land runs deep, 
fueling her determination to find a 
solution to the planet’s plight. 
 
When the fabric of civilization frays 
under the strain of erratic weather 
patterns, Maya rallies a diverse 
group of scientists, engineers, and 
fellow caretakers to confront the 
crisis head-on. With her intimate 
knowledge of ecological systems 
and a profound respect for nature’s 
resilience, Maya leads the charge 
to harness technology in service of 
 restoring harmony to the planet. 
 
As the community faces political in-
trigue, sabotage, and the moral com-
plexities of manipulating the natural 
world, Maya’s unwavering resolve is 
put to the test. With ingenuity and 
perseverance, she spearheads the 
development of a groundbreaking 
ecological management system 
powered by renewable energy, draw-
ing inspiration from the sustainable 
practices of the food forest she tends. 
 
But as Maya and her team race 
against time to deploy their tech-
nology on a global scale, they must 
 confront the ethical dilemmas of 
playing God with the weather. With 
the fate of humanity hanging in the 
balance, Maya grapples with the 

weight of her responsibilities as  
she navigates the murky waters of 
power and ambition. Technology is 
much more than just technical inno-
vation – it’s also politics, power, emo-
tions, ethics, value-systems, and all 
things human. 

Written by Adriaan Odendaal 
& Yan Cong with contributions 
from Jannes ten Berge, Tessa 
Boumans, and the AImaginaries 
workshop participants. 

Adriaan Odendaal – 
PhD candidate at the 
AiPact initiative 

Yan Cong –  
PhD candidate at the 
Feminist Generative 
AI Lab

Jannes ten Berge – 
Postdoc at the AiPact 
initiative

Tessa Boumans – 
PhD candidate at the 
AiPact initiative
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The world of artificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly evolving, and with 
it, the need for innovative and entrepreneurial minds to drive its 
societal impact. 

As a tech geek I have always been fascinated by the potential of 
technology and in recent years the power of AI. As someone who 
grew up reading science fiction and watching sci-fi movies, I have 
always been fascinated by the dystopian view of the writers and 
moviemakers on AI, or anything tech for that matter. Tech bro’s 
with a utopian view have surprised me with a general lack of un-
derstanding of the impact of technology to those who unwillingly 
had to use the products these tech bro’s had designed. 
At the same time, a utopian view- although justified if you’re a 
reckless optimist - is not the answer either. As my law professors 
used to say in class: there is no right or wrong, the answer is some-
where in the middle. 

Which is why I am thrilled to see initiatives like AICON pushing a 
new narrative, one that is more nuanced, one that offers hope 
instead of reckless optimism or utter chaos. It all started when 
Moniek Buijzen (chief-bring-the-right-people-to-the-table-  officer 
and leading the Erasmus Initiative for Societal Impact of AI at 
Erasmus University Rotterdam) invited me for a brainstorm session 
on a rainy and dark November evening in 2021. Little did I know that 
the session was a kickstart of what we would later call AICON. 

AICON distinguishes itself by its unique approach to collaboration, 
prioritizing the process and the question of driving positive change 
over deliverables. This involves engaging diverse disciplines and 
communities to co-create societal benefits. AICON exemplifies 
how integrating art with AI can create a ‘radicareful’ system that 
fosters equal, reciprocal, and ecologically aware collaborations. 

This involves continuous cocreation and adaptation, ensuring 
that the process remains dynamic and inclusive. By leveraging 
artistic interventions and creative methodologies, AICON demon-
strates how AI can be harnessed to reflect and enhance human 
and  societal values, contributing to a broader movement towards 
 sustainable, inclusive and equitable technological advancement.

As we know, AI systems can inadvertently perpetuate or even 
 exacerbate existing biases if they are not designed with a deep 
understanding of intersectionality. 

Art can play a significant role in promoting intersectionality in AI 
development and implementation in several ways, but the most 
important function for me is that it can humanize technology and 
facilitate dialogue. Let me explain. For most people in society, AI 
is an abstract concept, even if they use it on a daily basis (e.g. 
 shopping, dating, job hunting, social media). Art can human-
ize the often abstract and technical world of AI. By telling stories 
and  creating representations of diverse human experiences, art 
can remind developers, academics, society in general, of the 
real-world impact of AI tools on individuals and communities. 
Additionally, art can serve as a catalyst for dialogue between dif-
ferent stakeholders, including technologists, ethicists, academics, 
artists and the communities affected by AI. This dialogue is essen-
tial for understanding and addressing the complex issues related 
to intersectionality in AI. 

In short, incorporating intersectionality into AI development and 
leveraging the power of art can lead to more inclusive, fair, and 
ethical AI tools that better serve all members of society.

How do you go from a brainstorm on a rainy November evening, 
discussing art, Ai and intersectionality to a lab? The short  answer 
is, by taking action, finding the right people and having a ‘no 
guts no glory mentality’. The long answer requires a bit more 
 understanding of an entrepreneurial mindset, which in my humble 
opinion was paramount to our success. Entrepreneurs are often 

Prioritizing 
the Process
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characterized by their ability to see potential where others see 
 obstacles and to persist through setbacks. 

Making lemonade out of lemons, as it is sometimes put. By embrac-
ing challenges (lemons) and thinking outside the box, we were able 
to transform an idea into a reality, the AICON Lab (lemonade). 

Key aspects of an entrepreneurial mindset are identifying oppor-
tunities, resilience, adaptability, and a willingness to take risks. This 
mindset enabled the team to navigate the complexities of trans-
disciplinary collaboration and to remain focused on the vision 
of creating positive societal impact through AI. Furthermore, an 
 entrepreneurial mindset fosters a culture of continuous learning 
and improvement. By constantly seeking feedback and iterating 
on the ideas, the leads were able to refine the approach and en-
sure that the efforts were aligned with the needs and values of the 
communities they aimed to serve. This iterative process is essen-
tial in the rapidly evolving field of AI, where staying ahead of tech-
nological advancements and societal changes requires agility and 
a proactive attitude.

Ultimately the success of the AICON Lab can be attributed to the 
entrepreneurial spirit that drove the team to push boundaries, 
challenge conventional thinking, and embrace the unknown. This 
enabled the team to create an innovative exhibition and ensured 
that the work was grounded in the principles of inclusivity, equity, 
and social responsibility. 

And maybe, just maybe, the founding team didn’t consider them-
selves ‘entrepreneurs’ but in Rotterdam actions speak louder than 
words. And through the actions, I feel very confident stating that 
they are entrepreneurs, just not your typical suited up boomer type. 
 
 

Farshida Zafar  
Director Erasmus Centre for Entrepreneurship 
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THE  
SPEED
OF MEDIA 
TECHNO LOGY
IS 
  PROGRESSING, 
BUT OUR 
BEHAVIOUR 
DOESN’T 
ADAPT  
AT THE  
SAME PACE

TO 
ACHIEVE 
SOMETHING 
REALLY 
BEAUTIFUL 
TOGETHER

THE CON-
SEQUENCE 

OF THE 
  COMPLEXITY 

OF ALGO-
RITHMS IS 

A NEW KIND 
OF MEDIA 

ILLITERACY;

PUT 
YOUR 
OWN 
EGO 

ASIDE 
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Why we need Art to  
cocreate the Societal 
Impact of AI

We need Art to help us imagine

AICON: a deep Launch

The Erasmus AiPact Initiative is studying the societal 
impact of AI in four domains: communication, health, 
labor, and art. For most of these domains you can 
probably think of some hot issues. For example, there 
is a lot of attention on social media algorithms, filter 
bubbles and conspiracy theories, deep fakes, op-
portunities and risks of AI for healthcare, automated 
decision-making as used by insurance companies 
and governmental institutions, the rise of the platform 
economy, and the concern that robots will take over  
our jobs…. But art, you may wonder… Why art?

First, art is play. It is appealing, it is engaging, it is chal-
lenging, and sometimes mind-blowing. Right now, a lot 
is happening in the world of AI art. Think of a future Van 
Gogh made by a machine, a new Nirvana song, AI street 
art, or interactive dance recitals. Artists are at the fore-
front of technological development because they have 
the imagination, the out-of-the-box mentality, the drive, 
and the urge that is necessary to create the new. And 
this is no surprise; they have always done so. Remember 
Jules Verne? H.G. Wells? Star Trek? The work of artists 
has always been a fundamental source of inspiration for 
technology developers to build everything from iPads  
to spaceships. This brings me to the second reason.

Art gives us a purpose, a direction. We need imagina-
tion to think about the future. This is a unique quality 
shared by artists. To quote the slightly LSD-infused in-
tellectual icon Marshall McLuhan: 'We march backwards 
into the future'. Most of us suffer from what McLuhan 
called the 'horseless carriage syndrome': the first cars 
looked like carriages — only without the horse. Often, 
new technologies start off by mimicking the old ones. 
Artists, artwork, and culture can help us imagine what 
could possibly happen, what should happen, to march 
forwards into the future.

Finally, art has potential. In the case of AICON, a 
 collaboration between Art, Science and Society —  
a  kick-ASS collab, will boost our AiPact initiative and 
help us achieve societally relevant goals. Artwork 
makes AI tangible; it gives us something to play with 
and to talk about. Artwork can spark and facilitate 
 discussion, a dialogue. Dialogue about the future, 
media and communication, healthcare, and work.  
Not just for some, but for all stakeholders.

Art inspired us to design the launch of AiPact, to ignite 
AICON. This will not be one single event, AICON will  
be a process, a slow and deep launch. The process  
is as  important as the outcome. And after the ignition, 
we let go. 

Moniek Buijzen
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Kilo-Girls

Before the introduction of computers, making calculations was 
a task performed by humans. This job was often assigned to 
women, primarily because their labor costs were significantly 
lower than those of men. Early computing power was measured in 
‘kilo-girl,’ a unit equal to the computational ability of 1000 women. 

The first time I heard the term ‘kilo-girl’ was during a lecture by 
Claire L. Evans in 2019. She discussed the history of the internet 
through women’s stories. It was a word that immediately caught 
my attention and eventually became the basis for my epony-
mous artwork, Kilo-Girls. 

Kilo-Girls is an installation featuring a computer-generated 
poem. The poem starts with the sentence: ‘women are pink, men 
are blue,’ inspired by the nursery rhyme, ‘roses are red, violets 
are blue.’ A programmed color lookup automatically finds the 
nearest match to a new color in each sentence, resulting in an 
endless flow of colors, such as: ‘women are dusky rose, men are 
cadet blue.’ Just as the sentence ‘women are pink, men are blue,’ 
the artwork reflects (gender) stereotypes. The endless poem is 
written by a machine with a pencil attached to it, illustrating that 
 stereotypes, prejudices, and discrimination are not just human 
acts but are also embedded in technologies such as artificial 
 intelligence (AI). 

The first time I became aware of prejudices in AI was during the 
Sensory Moving Image Archives Symposium in 2019. A repre-
sentative of the BBC was proudly talking about how they used AI 
for object detection in their footage. Images were automatically 
categorized this way. There was an image of a person who was 
immediately categorized as: ‘man with short hair’, but this per-
son was not necessarily a man. I became curious if there were 
more misconceptions or errors in how AI interprets and cate-
gorizes. I then opened a whole Pandora’s box of news articles 
about discriminatory algorithms: ‘Google ads oXer men more 
high-paying jobs,’‘Trans drivers are being locked out of their Uber 

accounts,’‘How LinkedIn’s search engine may reflect gender bias,’ 
were just a few of the headlines. I shared these articles with my 
peers, family, and friends, and, just as me, most of them were 
 unaware of the extent of discriminatory technologies. 

With Kilo-Girls, I aim to highlight the need for more ethical AI de-
velopment. Currently, we are building systems that mirror our own 
biases and reflect society’s age-old prejudices. It’s time to rethink 
how we design AI, so that it doesn’t just replicate the flaws of the 
past, but helps us build a more fair future. I can’t say how you feel, 
but I believe we can create something better. 

Julia Luteijn 
Artist/educator

In her art practice, Julia Luteijn explores the ethical use 
of contemporary and emerging technologies. Her work 
combines art, technology, and data to investigate 
digital transformations and the evolving zeitgeist, with 
a particular emphasis on themes such as immersive 
technologies and artificial intelligence. Julia Luteijn 
is especially interested in the relationship between 
humans and technology, examining this dynamic 
through an ethical lens.

She is currently teaching at Hogeschool Rotterdam, 
with a focus on creative technologies. The artist aims 
to bridge the gap between practical technological 
skills and ethical considerations in our rapidly evolving 
digital society.

With a strong foundation in visionary thinking, she 
enjoys sharing her insights and expertise on ethics in 
the digital society of the 21st century, helping students 
and professionals navigate the complex landscape of 
modern technology.
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CHATGPT IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION
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ChatGPT in higher Education: 
striving for Equality and 
Academic Integrity

In the world of modern educa-
tion, technology is increasingly 
seen as a powerful tool to en-
hance the quality of education. 
As a student who is exposed  
to emerging technological 
trends on a daily basis, I feel  
the impact of these changes  
on my educational experience.  
A notable example of this tech-
nological shift is ChatGPT, an 
advanced language model 
used for various educational 
purposes such as; learning 
support, research guidance, 
and strengthening writing skills. 
My recent visit to the AICON Lab 
has further shaped my per-
spective on technology and 
education. The AICON Lab is a 
collaboration between artists, 
organizations, students, scien-
tists, and city residents explor-
ing the social implications of 
AI. During my visit I was deeply 
inspired by the dynamic col-
laboration taking place, and a 
specific piece that caught my 
attention was Kilo-Girls. This 
artwork highlights that biases, 

stereotypes, and discrimination 
are not limited to human expe-
rience but can also be inherited 
by the technologies we create. 
This inspiration reminds me 
that technology reflects society. 
It underscores the need to con-
template the implications of AI. 
While I understand the poten-
tial of ChatGPT to enhance the 
learning process, I am also not 
blind to the shadow of oppor-
tunity inequality lurking behind 
this technology.

One of the concerning aspects 
of using ChatGPT in higher edu-
cation is the potential to exac-
erbate opportunity inequality. 
Although technology theo-
retically should provide equal 
access to information, in prac-
tice, this access is not equal for 
everyone. Students with limited 
access to the internet or who 
lack the financial means to ac-
quire the latest technological 
devices risk falling behind. In 
addition to the barrier of lim-
ited access to technological 

devices and the internet, the 
use of the paid advanced 
 versions of ChatGPT also con-
tributes to a gap in opportuni-
ties. This advanced variant of 
ChatGPT promises significant 
improvements over the basic 
version, allowing students who 
can afford it to expect a bet-
ter experience, rendering bet-
ter results. This can result in 
a gap between students with 
different socioeconomic back-
grounds and may exacerbate 
existing inequality in education. 
Therefore, it is essential that 
we, as students, educators, and 
policymakers, strive for an in-
clusive approach to AI in higher 
education. This means that no 
student is excluded from using 
AI tools. We need to create an 
environment where all students 
feel welcome to ask questions 
and participate in AI-related 
activities, regardless of their 
background.

This can be achieved by pro-
moting a culture of collabora-
tion, peer support, and respect 
for diversity. As a student,  
I see that some students are 
hesitant to participate in AI-
related activities, they do not 
know how it works and how to 
use it in a proper, responsible 

manner. Recently, a fellow stu-
dent whispered the following to 
me: ‘I don’t know how ChatGPT 
works; it looks too difficult.’  
I would therefore recommend 
educational institutions to 
strengthen the dialogue about 
AI use within the academic 
community for students. We 
must ensure that all students 
have equal access to AI-driven 
learning technologies by of-
fering guides, tutorials, and 
additional support through 
workshops and information 
sessions. It is possible that the 
current workshops and infor-
mation sessions on AI-driven 
learning technologies are not 
sufficient to the specific needs 
and concerns of students who 
are hesitant to participate. It 
is crucial that initiatives are 
aimed at reaching a wide 
range of students, particularly 
those who feel hesitant or lack 
familiarity with AI functions.

What concerns me even more 
is the threat of academic dis-
honesty associated with the 
use of ChatGPT. As I struggle 
to develop my own ideas and 
arguments, there is always the 
temptation to use the model’s 
convenience to quickly com-
plete an assignment. But what 
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is the value of my degree if it 
does not represent my own 
work but simply the output of 
an algorithm? Additionally, I am 
aware of the inherent biases 
that may exist in the gener-
ated content of ChatGPT. As a 
member of a minority group, 
I see the potential dangers of 
reproducing these biases in 
our education. The developers 
of ChatGPT are aware that the 
model can reinforce cultural 
and racial biases.

The algorithm relies on human 
data, which are inherently bi-
ased. In research I had to con-
duct on hegemonic masculinity 
and homosexuality, ChatGPT 
emphasized traditional gender 
roles without considering the 
diverse and evolving nature 
of gender identity. The gener-
ated content unconsciously 
contained stereotypical ideas 
about people with a homo-
sexual orientation. For example, 
a text was generated describ-
ing homosexual men as men 
with artistic talent, social skills, 
and more sensitivity. It not only 
amplifies existing inequalities 
but can also lead to a lack of 
inclusivity and diversity. As a 
student, I advocate for more 
awareness and action from 

our educational institutions. 
We need not only equal access 
to technology, but also clear 
guidelines and support to en-
sure that the use of ChatGPT is 
fair and ethically responsible.

In conclusion, I see the potential 
of AI in higher education. It can 
contribute to a more personal-
ized and effective learning en-
vironment. For example, it can 
adapt learning processes to 
individual needs and automate 
repetitive tasks. It is essential 
for educational institutions to 
strive to ensure that the use of 
these technologies is fair, in-
clusive, and ethically respon-
sible so that all students have 
equal opportunities to thrive in 
higher education. Educational 
institutions must establish 
clear guidelines for the use of 
AI in education, which include 
ethical use and preventing 
 academic dishonesty. However, 
it is also important to ensure 
that these guidelines reach all 
students. It is crucial that they 
are presented in an accessible 
and understandable  manner. 
For example, they could be 
communicated through open 
channels, such as emails, 
 online platforms, and student 
portals, supported by training 

and workshops to increase 
awareness. With this approach, 
AI can be a catalyst for positive 
change in higher education, 
ensuring that all students have 
equal opportunities to benefit 
from this technology.

Joshua Kooijman
Honours student at  
Erasmus University Rotterdam
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THAT WISDOM 
CAN HELP 
PEOPLE DEAL 
SMARTER WITH 
AI-DRIVEN 
TECHNOLOGY, 
MAKE THE MOST 
OF ITS OPPOR-
TUNITIES AND 
EFFECTIVELY 
GUARD AGAINST 
ITS RISKS

UNDER-
STANDING 

THE 
WORKINGS 

AND 
EFFECTS 

OF AI IS AN 
IMPORTANT 

BUILDING 
BLOCK OF AI 

WISDOM; 

AND 
NOT 
BE 
OUT 
OF 
TOUCH 
WITH 
THE 
NEEDS 
OF 
SOCIETY

I 
THINK 

IT 
IS 

IMPORTANT 
FOR 
THE 

UNIVERSITY 
TO 

CONTRIBUTE 
TO 

SOCIETY
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The Centre of Expertise Creative Innovation (CoECI) unites the 
expertise of four creative knowledge institutions in Amsterdam: 
Hogeschool van Amsterdam / Amsterdam University of Applied 
Sciences (Faculty of Digital Media and Creative Industry), 
Hogeschool InHolland (Creative Business), Amsterdamse 
Hogeschool voor de Kunsten / Amsterdam University of the Arts 
and Gerrit Rietveld Academy. Together with the other partners, 
they form an impact network for the creative industry where 
people, knowledge and resources are brought together so that 
(future) creators can consciously use their creative abilities and 
design power for social tasks, in particular the digital transition.

In Tamara Witschge, Professor Creative Media for Social Change at 
the Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (AUAS), team AICON 
found a partner with the same passion for our shared mission. 
Through the Centre for Expertise Creative Innovation, which aims 
to support collaborative initiatives, space was found for a crea-
tive approach with the AUAS and involving the Breitner Academy, 
Amsterdam University of the Arts. Another contribution to the AICON 
movement, this time for collaboration between Erasmus University 
Rotterdam and Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences. 

At the Breitner Academy, students are trained as art teachers. 
Within the minor Digital Arts (Un)plugged, students develop a 
workshop or creative intervention on the border of art, technology 
and science. From different perspectives they question how new 
technologies affect our daily lives, identity, ways of working and 
communicating. The result that students deliver in this minor is a 
visual work in relation to the theme they choose, and an educa-
tional workshop they develop for a partner. Students are free to 
choose from a range of external partners. During this minor two 
groups of students were supervised by AICON. 

A collaboration with CoECI - Amsterdam University 
of Applied Sciences and Breitner Academy

What is my relationship with technology, 
as an artist and as an art educator? 

A group of students created a work on AI and stereotypes, with a 
direct relationship to their future field of work: as students in an art 
teacher education program, they themselves experience stereo-
typing. ‹A math teacher has gray hair and glasses. Gym teachers 
always run in shorts, even in winter. And an art teacher is female 
and somewhat spiritual›. Photos of different teachers were gener-
ated in cocreation with AI. Then the students took photos of actual 
teachers. From this collection of images, AI-generated and their 
own portraits, an interactive physical card game was created to 
engage in conversation with students in high schools, with the 
goal of creating awareness about prejudice and AI. 

The other group based their topic on personal experiences and 
created an installation about chatbots, specifically in relation 
to AI-driven applications in relation to the illusion of human 
 characters and its effect on the user. Their installation 'How  
may I help you?' was exhibited in several locations and proved  
to be a great conversation starter.

Dare to ask Questions 

Tamara Witschge 
Professor Creative Media for Social Change at the 
Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (AUAS): 

If there is one message that is at the centre of this collaboration 
relating to AI and society, it is: dare to ask questions about AI. And 
also dare to feel that you are allowed to have your opinion about 
what you want from AI, even if you don’t feel you understand it 
entirely. That sense of ownership is very important. The use of AI 
is a societal issue, not just technological. We need to examine 
how we as humans relate to these developments. And to do so 
we need a creative approach. The power of imagination: how do 
we want to shape our future? We can decide for ourselves how 
we want and are able to use artificial intelligence. But then we 
have to work on it together. Everything starts with questioning, 
 especially when you don’t quite understand what’s going on. 
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Meldrid Ibrahim  
Educator ArtechLAB at Breitner Academy: 

There is a true demand for teachers who can relate to new devel-
opments like digital media. It is a new part of the profession, which 
we have to address. It’s extremely valuable to work with partners in 
the field who are dealing with the subject matter on a daily basis. 
Students take the feedback they receive and develop a broader 
view as a result. They learn to investigate how they can involve 
participants in their creations. I see great enthusiasm developing 
in the students because this way their art practice becomes real, 
and does not stay within the walls of the academy. The students 
started to think big. And some also became critical of their own 
research process. There was a lot of reflection going on. 

Puck van der Velden, Noor Valstar, Emma 
Kerkhofs, Lisa Goossens, Noa Rey Mayordomo 
Students at Breitner Academy: 

This was the first time for us to work with an external client; we 
really weren’t used to that. We had to learn to communicate well - 
and a lot. Also because we worked in groups, in the end you have 
to find consensus; the same vision that everyone supports.

At the academy we all know each other very well. Feedback from 
a different perspective was new to us. It took getting used to this 
approach, but it was very useful. They helped us make the most 
of it, monitor our progress and meet deadlines. We are definitely 
proud of the end result. But also of the process, we learned a lot 
from this minor. We can take all those experiences with us. 
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VONK, innovation center of the mu-
nicipality of Rotterdam, is an open 
learning environment by and for 
innovators. Together with their net-
work, they explore the significance of 
technological developments for the 
city. We had a conversation with two 
of the founders of VONK: ecosystem 
manager Mijke Kolbrink and Gerard 
Nijboer, innovation  process manager.

Why do you do what you do?
Mijke: Within a large organisation like 
a municipality, you need processes, 
agreements and roles. Sometimes 
that gets in the way of cooperation, 
or change. We have to learn to work 
differently, in the city and with the city. 
At VONK, we create space for that. The 
awareness is there, but change takes 
time, time and space. At VONK, there 
is room to look for the sparks, causing 
a fire. We are also very focused on 
intrinsic motivation; everyone is very 
passionate about the work. I share 
that passion: when I can initiate col-
laborations with people, it energizes 
me. The arithmetic then becomes  
1 + 1 = 3. A highly contagious feeling!

How did VONK actually come  
into being?
Gerard: The energy for change had 
been brewing for some time. At the 

time, there was a small team at the 
Digital Experimentation Centre, in 
different premises. From there, VONK 
was born in 2020. We started with 
a small core team, expanded with 
trainees, researchers in residence and 
external researchers. All very commit-
ted people with a shared vision.

How does an Innovation Centre 
relate to a large Institution like ‘the 
Municipality’, what happens to the 
Outcome of your Work?
Gerard: A large organisation like a 
 municipality has a certain inertia, 
which is functional. Caution is nec-
essary when you carry such a big 
responsibility. The trick is not to resist 
within such a context, but to find the 
space to manoeuvre. As knowledge 
and learning centre VONK, we facili-
tate the rest of the organisation and 
beyond when it comes to sharing 
findings. In this sense, we do not have 
to deliver ‘10 kilos of results’. Here it’s 
all about exchange, looking beyond 
the municipality. 

Mijke: VONK is formally embedded 
in the internal organisation part, just 
like HR or ICT, for example. But we are 
more complex because we focus on 
innovation, are in the periphery and 
form a bridge to the outside world. 
Therein also lies the value of inno-
vation: trying out collaborations. We 
really appreciate knowledge and 
 expertise from outside: other organi-
sations, other education systems.  

We learn from each other by exper-
imenting. A great example of this 
is the cooperation with AICON Lab. 
There are many similarities between 
a municipality and a university. Two 
large, complex organisations with dif-
ferent clusters that at their core face 
the same challenges. By partnering 
with another early adaptor, off the 
beaten track, we hope to seep right 
through all those clusters.

Why did you decide to collaborate 
with AICON Lab?
Gerard: We already had develop-
ments in AI on the agenda, so we 
wanted to do something with that. 
We were looking for partnerships, 
and this came along at exactly the 
right time. AICON Lab fits well with our 
starting points. Something that has 
nothing to do with the engineering 
side of AI, but with the experience 
of it. The experience, the immersion, 
that’s where AICON Lab connected 
very nicely. Finding new opportunities 
is also our core business.

Mijke: The way Moniek Buijzen of 
Erasmus University articulated her 
mission fits exactly with VONK’s 
 mission. To enter into dialogue  
with the city in an accessible way,  
off the beaten track.

Which Work at AICON Lab appeals  
to you most and why?
Mijke: Tears in the Rain. That inter-
action works really well. I have seen 

many visitors who reacted very 
 positively to this and really engaged 
with it. The way this installation is set 
up immediately arouses curiosity.

Gerard: May I also mention three? 
I’ll start with The Perfect Dot. I find it 
enormously fascinating how you give 
one instruction and then the out-
comes are different every day. But 
Terms & Conditions, in all its simplic-
ity, is also brilliant. I also seriously got 
the urge to put that fingerprint right 
away, beautifully intuitive. And then 
Future Jobs. That work immediately 
encourages visitors to unleash their 
own imaginations and prompt them 
to think about the impact of AI on 
jobs now and in the future.

What Role does AI play in  
your current Practice?
Gerard: AI is my working practice. 
Facilitating, programming, raising 
awareness within the organisation. 
Legally, we can all start using it within 
the municipality by the end of this year.

What inspired you at AICON Lab?
Mijke: The way it engaged the visitors. 
The artworks were a great conversa-
tion starter, very inspiring. All of them 
were all so-called ‘boundary objects’: 
works that spark dialogue, creating 
instant connection. That was exactly 
what we were hoping for.

10 Kilos  
of Results
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Through diffusion models, Haunted 
Datasets reanimates echoes of 
Mesoamerican histories, distorted by 
fragmented and corrupted datasets. 
These spectral remnants, contorted by AI, 
are caught in the aftermath of colonial 
erasure, evoking the haunting presence 
of what has been lost. By training gen­
erative AI models on datasets already 
incomplete or corrupted—fragments of 
culture filtered through the lens of con­
quest—the artist evokes a deep sense 
of loss. These datasets, tainted by the 
distortions of colonial record­keeping, 
carry remnants of civilizations scattered 
across time, their ghosts lingering within 
the data like echoes seeking to be heard.

The artwork portrays a mass of inter­
twined bodies, adorned in garments and 
jewelry reminiscent of a lost civilization. 
Human forms merge with feathers, gold, 
weapons, and shields, blurring the line 

between flesh and artifact. This fusion 
of sacred objects and distorted bodies 
captures the collapse of cultural sym­
bols into fragments of history. The figures 
stretch upward in a desperate, almost 
futile, reach toward the sky—some break­
ing free, arms extended in a final plea 
for salvation, their gestures suspended 
 between invocation and surrender.

At its core, Haunted Datasets confronts 
the difficulty of recreating or  preserving 
the cultures that colonialism sought 
to erase. The AI­generated distortions 
within the piece are not accidental; 
they reflect the imperfect data used 
to train the models—data that comes 
from  incomplete histories, stolen arti­
facts, and biased narratives. By feed­
ing this corrupted data into AI, the artist 
 critiques not just the colonial forces that 
obliterated these civilizations, but also 
the modern technologies that attempt 
to reconstruct such lost worlds from 
fragmented sources. In this sense, the 
artwork becomes a meditation on the 
impossibility of true reconstruction—any 

Haunted  
Datasets 
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attempt to bring these lost cultures back 
to life is inherently distorted by the gaps 
in knowledge and the scars left behind 
by colonial violence.

The figures in the artwork are a striking 
metaphor for this distortion. Yet, within 
this visual chaos, there is a persistent 
sense of life—a haunting presence that 
refuses to disappear, even when dis­
torted beyond recognition. The reaching 
arms, the  purple cloth, and the dynamic 
 struggle upward speak to the persistence 
of memory, to the ghosts of a  culture that 
refuses to be fully erased.

By using AI to generate these strange, 
unsettling forms, the artist invites view­
ers to engage with deeper questions of 
how we reconstruct lost cultures in the 
modern age. What remains of these 
 civilizations when their stories have been 
filtered through centuries of distortion? 
And how do we, in the present, reckon 
with the haunting presence of what  
was lost?

In the end, Haunted Datasets is a poign­
ant reminder of the fragile line between 
memory and erasure, between the past 
and its spectral echoes in the present. It 
challenges us to consider the ghosts that 
inhabit our histories, our data, and our 
technologies—ghosts that, like the figures 
in the artwork, refuse to be forgotten.

Enrique
Creative coder, teacher and artist from Mexico 
living in the Netherlands. Enrique has been working 
with AI, generative art and programming for the 
past few years. They look forward to sharing these 
techniques with other creatives. 
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I want to be a Space Pilot

A reflection by Rajiv Mahadew on workshop Future Jobs 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, IDEA Center, City 
Engagement Officer, Academic Outreach Programme 

Artificial intelligence is making significant inroads in our 
 society, affecting various fields, sectors and industries in 
 profound ways. Not to mention, of course, that AI is also 
 already being applied within education in a variety of ways. 
Through an earlier collaboration between AICON and the 
Academic Outreach Programme, I had the pleasure of 
being briefed on the plans regarding AICON Lab. This equity 
 program, an initiative from Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
promotes the intake, participation and graduate outflow of 
first-generation students and young people with a migra-
tion background. AICON Lab with its temporary location in 
the  innovation centre VONK of the municipality of Rotterdam 
turned out to be a fertile ground where the connection be-
tween artists, scientists and citizens started a conversation 
about human-society-friendly AI in an accessible way.

This also offered opportunities for us as an Academic 
Outreach Programme. Namely, offering a workshop for 12  
to 14-year-olds to deal with AI-driven applications and think 
about jobs that could become a reality in the future. The 
2-hour workshop was developed together with AICON and 
was hosted by one of the student teachers of the Academic 
Outreach Programme for the youngsters of College ‘53 from 

‘This workshop was very cool! This is something that is 
very current and that our young people are confronted 
with every day. Consciously and subconsciously. The tour 
at AICON Lab was super interactive. College ‘53 was very 
pleased with this collaboration and this unique opportunity’. 
Milka Miller-Sies, management College ‘53

'Robots are scary, but I 
learned that robots are 
friendly and not real.'

'I want to learn more about 
this and study it.'

'Can robots make food for 
me in the future? Would be 
 lukewarm, though.'

'Designing a job in the future 
is cool. I want to be a space 
pilot when I finish school. 
Between Earth and Mars.'

Participants

'I now know how ChatGPT 
works!'

Pendrecht. In this 2-hour workshop, the youngsters got to 
work with ChatGPT, Canva and had a plenary session on AI 
and the possibilities of AI so far. After the plenary session, the 
young people worked in pairs on their ideal ‘profession of the 
future’ and by using the applications Canva and ChatGTP, 
they learned to create descriptions (based on syntax input) 
and actually portray the profession of choice. It was a suc-
cessful afternoon, resulting in beautiful posters of future jobs.

The workshop Future Jobs offers an opportunity to work with 
AI and hopes to make a valuable contribution to preparing 
young people for the challenges and opportunities presented 
by the rapidly changing job market. Inspired by the artwork 
‘Future Jobs’ and using ChatGPT, participants formulate  
their vision of jobs of the future. The workshop offers an edu-
cational experience in which participants are introduced to 
 innovative occupations, zoom in on their own desires, dreams 
and competencies, and develop their digital skills.
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THROUGH 
THIS 
PROJECT 
WE FEEL 
THAT AI 
ACTUALLY 
BELONGS 
TO ALL OF 
US.

I THINK 
MOST 

YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN 

ROTTERDAM 
SOUTH ARE 

VERY FAR 
FROM HOME 

IN TERMS 
OF AI, 

IT FUNCTIONS 
MORE LIKE 
SOMETHING
ALIVE THAN
ANY OTHER 
TECHNO LOGY 
WE’VE EVER 
KNOWN BEFORE. 
SO, I THINK 
THAT ALL OTHER 
TECHNO LOGIES 
ARE ARTIFICIAL

THESE 
TYPES OF 
TECHNO-

LOGIES 
BEHAVE 
IN VERY 

ORGANIC 
WAYS; 
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In 2024, an event was held in the AICON Lab’s exhibition space 
at the time (Timmerhuis, Rotterdam), in collaboration with 
the Dutch research consortium AlgoSoc (Public values in the 
Algorithmic Society). AlgoSoc unites forces from research-
ers of five Dutch universities; Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
University of Amsterdam, Utrecht University, TU Delft, and 
Tilburg University. This event gathered around 20 AI research-
ers, AI skeptics, and AI enthusiasts for a full day of workshops, 
art exhibit visits, and discussions on the place of art in the 
societal impact of AI. Many conversations were inspired by 
the art presented and the various interactive workshops, that 
circled around the potential benefits and drawbacks of AI 
through various societal sectors. Special focus was put on the 
sectors central to AlgoSoc, namely Health, Justice and Media. 
The following piece comes from my personal experience of 
the event as the organizer and was inspired by all the con-
versations that were had during this productive and inspiring 
day, but also the days that followed the workshops. 

it this label, a veil of mystery, danger, and fear is formed that 
thrives on the fact that the knowledge and understanding of 
the general population, but very often also highly educated 
individuals, on what AI actually is and what it refers to is 
often very limited. 

Almost anything that is new and digital, that we don’t know 
the exact workings of, can be called AI these days. Calling 
something artificial Intelligence has a connotation of some-
thing actually being intelligent, and because it is artificial, 
many assume it must be more intelligent than humans. 
But the truth is far from that. Very often AI refers to plain or 
more complex prediction models that are simply making 
 predictions based on the limited information that was fed 
to them. And just like humans, these models do not know 
everything about anything. And just like humans these 
models make mistakes. And just like humans, these models 
have certain biases. 

All this shouldn’t be an issue until these same models are 
used to make decisions with serious implications and 
in  replacement of human decision-making. That is why, 
when talking about the societal impact of AI, the atten-
tion is  immediately drawn to the potential negative side 
 effects, which is more than fair. But the same veil of mystery 
that makes the implementation of AI or automated deci-
sion-making systems into critical societal sectors such as 
Health, Justice, and Media dangerous, makes it difficult to 
reap all the benefits AI might offer us. Perceiving AI as a per-
sonified entity that has abilities greater than us that we could 
not possibly understand is the first step to losing control over 
the development and implementation of these systems in a 
way that would help us. Instead of these systems working for 
us and helping us do the tasks that are time-consuming and 
simple, we are afraid that soon we will be replaced by these 
systems and ultimately have to work for them. And this is 
where the major role of art can arise. 

' AI here… AI there… 
AI everywhere??'

'AI, AI, AI…… AI this, AI that… AI here, AI there…. What are the 
dangers of AI?.... How do we protect ourselves from AI?.... 
Will AI take over?....' – this is how a normal day of work in 
 researching the societal impact of AI sounds like, especially 
when you step outside the ivory tower of academia. Although 
it seems logical to hear about the things you are researching 
on a daily basis, it is very much a nuisance at the same time. 
The reason being that almost every time AI is mentioned, 
it refers to a completely different thing. But always to this 
ever present, omnipotent mythical creature called AI. From 
simple automated decisions using a predetermined deci-
sions tree with zero artificially generated content, to fully AI 
 generated text, images, and videos, everything is AI. By giving 
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Art, and especially modern art, has, throughout history, had 
a great role in pointing out parts of the human experience 
and reality that might not be easily noticed or thought about 
otherwise. Art often deals with difficult topics and motivates 
conversations about things people usually avoid talking 
about. Art makes comments, art investigates, and art ques-
tions. But artists seem to be less excited about the new pos-
sibilities AI has to offer, and more so scared that they might 
be replaced and their relevance to society might be lost 
with the rise of generative AI. This is why I believe artists are 
the first ones that should work with AI and as with any other 
tools, through art, point out its limits, flaws, shortcomings, and 
 biases, and shift focus to parts of the systems that can be 
fixed and made better for the greater society. With AI currently 
being merely a reflection of the world, artists should use it as  
a mirror to society, to ask questions about who we are, why 
we do things in a certain way, and what state the world is in. 

AI is not inherently racist, the human made information that 
was put in it is. AI is not inherently sexist, the human made 
information that was put in it is. AI is not inherently anything, 
it is entirely made by humans. Thus, art has a chance to ex-
plore and use AI as a new tool for creating art, just like many 
different digital tools were added to the artistic world in the 
years prior to AI, but at the same time, they have a chance 
to use AI to shed light on the problems already existing in 
society, and that are now just being duplicated and often 
 exaggerated in the digital world. Remember, AI’s ability to 
produce something 'new' depends entirely on recycling what 
it was already given to work with, while human’s creativity 
and imagination is endless! 

Tonka Milošević
MSc Health Psychology / PhD student
Erasmus University Rotterdam / Algosoc

92

An
 e

co
sy

st
em

 w
he

re
 a

ll 
m

in
ds

 m
at

te
r, 

ev
er

y 
pa

rt
ne

r p
la

ys
 th

ei
r p

ar
t, 

gi
vi

ng
 a

nd
 ta

ki
ng

To
 tr

ul
y 

fe
el

 s
en

se
 o

f b
el

on
gi

ng
, t

o 
im

m
er

se
 y

ou
rs

el
f i

n 
an

d 
sa

vo
r o

th
er

 o
pi

ni
on

s



9594
Outcome

Imagine

An
 e

co
sy

st
em

 w
he

re
 a

ll 
m

in
ds

 m
at

te
r, 

ev
er

y 
pa

rt
ne

r p
la

ys
 th

ei
r p

ar
t, 

gi
vi

ng
 a

nd
 ta

ki
ng



How can AI spark our  
Imagination to learn from  
the smallest Sources of Life?

INTRODUCTION
If the cells in our body were to 
sing a song, how would it go? 
That is the question that occu-
pies our ChangeGamers team 
in collaboration with the Antoni 
van Leeuwenhoek hospital. 
Well, to put it more concretely, 
we want to better understand 
the story of our cells, to learn 
from it and use this knowledge 
to contribute to research into 
promising cellular therapies in 
the fight against cancer. Such 
as immunotherapy, which is 
the first area of   our research. 
Preferably always in collabora-
tion with others: with specialists, 
scientists, artists and especially 
the general audience, that can 
contribute simply by playing 
a game. We believe that we 
can create an inspiring com-
mon space around the story 
of the cells to talk about and 
investigate health, disease 
and research for the benefit of 
all. With the aim of arriving at 
fundamental insights that will 
help in the fight against  cancer 
and in the field of health in 

general. The inspiration for this 
comes from the book by oncol-
ogist and scientist Siddhartha 
Mukerjee The Song of the Cell. 
This book is an ode to the 
smallest living unit: the cell.  
as the source of all life.

The cells in our body form a 
fascinating landscape. Our 
body is made up of 37  trillion 
cells, divided into 200 cell 
types and each cell counts 
and matters with its own func-
tion and specialism. However, 
only together do they ensure 
that our body functions by 
providing our body with en-
ergy, processing waste, clear-
ing away bad bacteria and 
viruses, to name a few. It is 
an incredible story of  brilliant 
symbiosis as Mukerjee de-
scribes it, where the three 
musketeers with their ‘all for 
one’ could still learn a thing 
or two from. The technology is 
now there to unlock this knowl-
edge, but then the question 
remains, how are we going to 
use technology and artificial 

intelligence to learn from what 
the cells tell us? How do we 
ensure, in other words, that we 
look beyond our limited view 
and allow more wonder, before 
we jump to conclusions too 
quickly? Very much in line with 
AICON and its mission to cre-
ate a transactional movement 
and use creativity to open this 
black box and explore the pos-
sibilities together. That is what 
we want to explore further in 
this article.

The question is in line with 
the scope of James Bridle’s 
book Ways of Being, subtitled 
Beyond human intelligence. In 
his critical, but above all won-
derful book, Bridle searches 
for new forms of intelligence 
that are present around us. 
Only those that we, through 
our striving for control and 
dominance, in which we place 
us humans centrally, have 
lost eye for. With all the con-
sequences for our own health, 
that of our environment and 
planet. In this article, however, 
we do not want to dwell on this 
gloomy picture, but search 
for the wonder that Bridle 
 describes, the curiosity and 
the connection, or as he writes 
' nature is the imagination 
 itself,' and, as we argue, this 
 includes the cells in our body.

To get there and learn to look 
and listen again, we believe 
that a degree of intellectual 
modesty is appropriate, which 
Bridle and philosopher Iris 
Murdoch, who also appears 
in this article, both see as a 
starting point. They argue that 
this forces us to reflect and 
teaches us to look beyond 
ourselves, which makes new 
connections possible, because 
only by working together can 
we reach the essence. Or as 
Bridle states, 'intelligence is not 
in beings, but in the interaction 
between beings.' We want to 
illustrate this with the cells in 
our body.

I HAVE CELLS, THEREFORE I AM
Do you have cells? Then you 
are alive. This does not seem 
radical, but when you look 
closely it is a completely dif-
ferent view of ourselves: we are 
our cells. I have cells, therefore  
I am. If they are sick or not 
functioning properly, neither 
am I. We are therefore much 
more at one with our environ-
ment than we realize. Moreover, 
the cells show that symbiosis 
is a central part of life and de-
velopment. Mukerjee therefore 
believes that by gaining more 
insight into our cells, we will 
gain a better understanding of 
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the human body, which in turn 
can lead to groundbreaking 
medical treatments in the field 
of cellular therapies. 'But also, 
and most importantly, we need 
the story of the cell to be able to 
tell the story of life and the story 
of ourselves,' says Mukerjee. In 
short, he sees this as an exis-
tential quest that starts with 
the smallest living unit: the cell. 
The subtitle of the book is An 
Exploration of Medicine and 
the New Human. According to 
Mukerjee, we are therefore in a 
transition from the age of the 
gene to the age of the cell.

Computational pathology with 
the help of artificial intelligence 
makes it possible to map our 
cells. However, will this help us 
to get the essence? Not if we 
use technology purely func-
tionally from our perspective of 
control, this narrows our view 
and won’t allow us to under-
stand to full potential of the 
song of the cell. As mentioned, 
the cells in our body form a 
fascinating environment that 
makes our body function and 
of which we still understand 
very little. Of course, occasion-
ally something goes wrong, 
for instance in the case of 
a tumor, and yet we cannot 
help but look at our cells with 
amazement. James Bridle 

says about this: 'In science we 
are used to analyzing things, 
but we must learn to connect 
things with each other. We do 
not need a microscope but a 
macroscope.' 

With this he hits the nail on the 
head. Although the discovery 
of the cell once began with 
Antoni van Leeuwenhoek and 
his microscope built from his 
own ground lenses, the chal-
lenge now is to learn to un-
derstand the symbiosis. The 
interaction between cells and 
thus the intelligence of the 
whole. In research into immu-
notherapy, it is becoming in-
creasingly clear that each cell 
type has an important function 
and secondly, that location is 
as well an important indicator 
for the success of this type of 
therapy. In the game we have 
built, we are therefore not 
only looking for the number 
of immune cells, but also for 
the location of these cells in 
proximity to tumor cells. And 
this is what we learnt so far 
about just these two types. 
Bridle therefore believes that 
demonstrating the complex-
ity and interconnectedness of 
everything should be the goal 
of science. This would make 
us much more open to what 
we do not know. Science as an 

endless process that gives di-
rection to our thinking, but not 
as a 'regulation or conclusion.' 
With this he indicates that a 
legitimacy problem has arisen 
in science, and this is leading 
to an erosion of trust.

INTELLECTUAL MODESTY
To get there, it requires a dif-
ferent mindset, which starts 
with a more humble view of 
our own intelligence, which 
Bridle sees as a condition for 
arriving at new questions and 
allowing more imagination. 
In our quest for dominance, 
along the way we have be-
come too convinced of our 
own rightness, with all the con-
sequences that entails, discon-
nected from our environment, 
whereby we have used science 
too much to justify our domi-
nance. This stands in the way 
of a sustainable transition and 
makes it difficult for us to learn 
from the examples around us. 
For example, communities that 
have lived in harmony with 
their environment in an egal-
itarian way for thousands of 
years, where 80% of our global 
biodiversity occurs.

British writer and philoso-
pher Iris Murdoch puts this 
even better in her book The 

Sovereignty of Good. In her 
eyes, we have made our own 
selves far too important and 
this can prevent us from 'see-
ing a blade of grass, just as it 
can prevent us from seeing 
another person.' However, 
she takes it to a higher level 
of abstraction and believes 
that there is a need for a new 
morality. Without it, life is soul-
less and in her eyes only the 
ego remains. In her book she 
focuses on love as a moral 
ideal. Murdoch believes that 
striving for love or the Good as 
a transcendent concept can 
create new connections, as 
it forces you to think from the 
other person first. It is an on-
going and somewhat elusive 
process and builds bridges 
between people, without you 
agreeing with each other, or 
necessarily having to convince 
the other of your rightness.

If we want to learn to recognize 
the Good more, she  advocates 
more modesty, which in her 
eyes is the starting point. 
Intellectual modesty helps 
us to look beyond ourselves 
again. Murdoch: 'It requires 
moral discipline to silence 
and banish the self; to view 
and depict nature with a clear 
view.' Intellectual modesty is 
therefore the way to create 
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more space for curiosity, for 
new questions to ourselves and 
others and to define a com-
mon space again with more 
 attention to reality, 'because 
the humble person sees himself 
as nothing, he can see things 
as they are,' writes Murdoch.

HARMONY
Love as morality could be the 
key, however, our main point 
is that, as Murdoch states, we 
cannot do without a shared 
morality. It is something we 
should discuss more. A dis-
cussion that starts with a high 
degree of intellectual modesty. 
Only then will we arrive at such 
a common space as Murdoch 
describes. In our opinion, this 
is the core of moving from 
 competition to cooperation  
as the norm.

Bridle believes that technol-
ogy and especially the fear 
of artificial intelligence can 
help us move in that direction, 
since this fear by definition 
makes us humble. He believes 
we use technology to learn to 
recognize and appreciate the 
many forms of intelligence 
that are present in nature. Not 
only to save nature, but also 
to gain important new insights 
that can bring us as a society 

further into harmony with the 
environment. Technology 
enables us to understand 
the behavior of animals and 
plants much better and with 
that opens up 'a whole series 
of mysteries, of possible dis-
coveries of phenomena, of un-
expected events.' For instance, 
in how we do agriculture, how 
we can restore nature and how 
we think about health, with our 
cells as an example. 

However, in his eyes, this will 
only yield results if we do not 
think in science from control, 
but from randomness 'means 
not ends.' With an important 
second point connected to 
this: Bridle believes that we will 
get nowhere without solidarity. 
Solidarity between people, but 
certainly also with animals, 
plants, rivers and mountains.

GAMING TOGETHER FOR 
CANCER RESEARCH
And don’t forget the cells, we 
would add. Well, we realize 
that we use a lot of big words, 
while this article is precisely 
about this smallest living unit: 
the cell. That is also the fasci-
nating thing about the search 
for the story of the cells. Like 
Mukherjee, we believe that it 
is about the building blocks of 

life and thus in a certain way 
about the essence of life. Now 
that with AI we have an oppor-
tunity to listen what our cells 
tell us; we should make it our 
ambition to want to under-
stand the full story? We should 
look with wonder at what actu-
ally happens in our body and 
be more open about what we 
do and don’t know to collec-
tively come up with the right 
questions. What if this knowl-
edge about our cells could 
help us to place ourselves in 
the middle of our environment 
again with much more atten-
tion to health? We feel that this 
is what the story of the cells 
could lead to, if we manage 
to together shape a common 
space where everyone can 
contribute, for each other and 
with each other. Leading to 
fundamental breakthroughs, 
which will help us to better 
predict and treat the misera-
ble disease called cancer.

For let us be clear that the 
ChangeGamers immediate 
aim is to help accelerate im-
portant research, such as that 
into immunotherapy. We felt 
the energy of gaming together 
for impact by gathering anno-
tations of cells as vital input for 
this study. It was quite inspir-
ing. That said, the symbiosis 

between cells is too complex 
and fascinating to go for a 
quick fix that will only cloud our 
open view. The first results also 
show this immediately: what is 
the definition of ground truth 
to train an algorithm with? 
We should share and discuss 
these questions and insights 
more and this is exactly what 
we want to feed back to the 
community of players. 

We realize that shaping this 
common space is ambitious 
and this is something that we 
would like to explore more in 
cooperation with initiatives like 
AICON. Only then we will learn 
and benefit from what the cells 
have to tell us and eventually 
hear the song of the cells in its 
full glory. 

Game on!

On behalf of  
ChangeGamers,
Laurens Pels &  
Sophie Wartenbergh
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Super cool & educational

Interview Jelle Seinen
trainee @ VONK municipality of Rotterdam

   Coming from the cultural sector, Jelle Seinen, at  
the time of the installation of AICON Lab, is following  
a traineeship at the municipality of Rotterdam to 
 explore whether he can make a difference within this 
context. The start of Jelle’s traineeship coincided with 
the very beginning of AICON Lab at VONK so he was 
closely involved.

What is your personal vision of a transdisciplinary 
 collaboration like AICON Lab?

  I really see AICON Lab as a unique place where 
 municipality, university and artists come together.  
This became clearly visual during the opening, with  
all the different audiences present. The mix of people 
from different backgrounds created a positive atmos-
phere and I think they can support each other well in 
the future. With the growing importance of AI, which will 
affect us all, the different perspectives of these groups 
offer many opportunities to learn from each other.

What appealed to you most about working with  
AICON Lab?

  Working with the AICON team was super cool and 
 educational for me. I met new and enthusiastic people 
during this collaboration, who really want to contribute 
to a great exhibition. I really appreciate the patience 
and determination of team leads Annemiek and Nanna. 
They really gave their all to make this exhibition a 
success.

What did you find the biggest challenge?

  One of the biggest challenges is to engage a  creative 
organisation with a government agency. Creative 
 organisations can usually move much faster than 
 government institutions, which sometimes makes it 
 difficult to meet their needs.

What learning(s) will you take into the future yourself?

  As a producer within a governmental organisation,  
I have found that concrete decisions often need to 
be made far ahead to avoid potential problems and 
delays. Decisions often involve several departments. 
It’s a large organisation that therefore can’t switch as 
quickly, which takes some getting used to.

What is your favourite work at AICON Lab?

  One of my favourite installations is ‘The Perfect Dot’.  
It remains fascinating to come back from time to time 
and see what new Dots have been generated through 
the infinite creativity of AI. The AI generator’s perspec-
tive on the concept of a ‘perfect Dot’ remains amazing 
time and again.

Finally, do you have any questions/suggestions  
you would like to share?

  How can we ensure the continuity of the exhibition? 
As with ‘The Perfect Dot’, it is ideal if there is constant 
change. That way, the environment keeps feeling 
 familiar, but visitors can still discover something  
new every time. Hopefully the exhibition will travel,  
then more visitors can come into contact with these 
relevant topics.
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Artificial 
Inspiration: 
navigating AI 
at AICON Lab in 
my Hometown

Being a Rotterdammer, 
a citizen of the city of 
Rotterdam, I was given 
the opportunity to be 
part of AICON Lab. As a 
sociology student and 
lover of art, the idea 
immediately appealed 
to me: an environment 
where people from 
 different walks of life, 
artists and research­
ers came together to 
 explore how AI can offer 
new opportunities while 
minimizing potential 
risks. It was inspiring to 
see how people from 
diverse backgrounds 

shared their unique per­
spectives in discussing 
AI and how it impacts 
our daily lives.

I felt most drawn to the 
artworks that challenged 
conventional thinking. 
Works like ‘Future Jobs’, 
about how the work­
field is changing at a 
time when technology is 
becoming increasingly 
important. This got me 
thinking about how AI  
is shaping the future  
of work and gave me 
new insights into how 
human innovation and 
technological advances 
influence and shape 
each other.

For me, another highlight 
of the exhibition was the 
artwork called ‘Narcissus’ 
in which the boundaries 

between the ´real´ world 
and the digital domain 
are blurred. Through the 
interactive installation 
‘Narcissus’, I took a closer 
look at my own digital 
habits: the hidden con­
sequences of constant 
phone use, from privacy 
issues to wider environ­
mental and social impli­
cations. ‘Narcissus’ stuck 
with me for a long time.

It’s cool that this exhibi­
tion took place in the 
middle of the city ­ 
my city. By actively 
 involving local resi­
dents, AICON Lab shed 
light on the many ways 
AI  affects our daily lives 
in Rotterdam.

By building bridges 
 between different fields 
of expertise, AICON Lab 

showed the value of 
working together to 
tackle complex issues. 
With workshops, lectures 
and tours, AICON Lab 
brought together artists, 
scientists and local cit­
izens, creating a space 
for more inclusive and 
informed discussions 
on the role of AI in our 
society.

My experience at  
AICON Lab was more 
than just admiring 
 fascinating artworks;  
it was about participat­
ing in a  conversation 
that  connected people.  
And that is exactly  
what we all need.

Manon Zamblé
MSc Sociology Erasmus University 
Rotterdam
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Artistic Intelligence and AI to 
enhance People’s digital Literacy

AI can be a good opportunity for enhancing people’s digital literacy,  
and artists could play a role here. In the following text, I attempt to clarify 
and support such a claim.

Artists’ Competencies and AI

Since AI hit the news at the end of 2022, artists and other creative 
 professionals have expressed their concerns. Indeed, the  technology 
enables digital devices to read, write, learn, and create. There are 
 general concerns that (generative) AI will displace specific human 
skills and occupations, and it is not clear yet in which direction the 
 future will be heading. Unions such as Kunstenbond in the Netherlands 
 realize that artists forego earnings on the basis of their authors’ rights, 
that  occupations such as voice actors have become redundant and 
that other may follow, and that transition schemes and education 
budgets are not at all in place. Also the tenacious Hollywood strikes of 
2023  concerned the conditions of artistic labor, including intellectual 
 property rights, artistic integrity, and new developments within AI  
and synthetic media technology.

However, studying artists’ early reactions on social media platforms, 
Odendaal (2023) reveals their ambiguous sentiments: 'AI art is pre-
dictable, unoriginal, ugly… and also really impressive.' The technology  
is moving at an alarming pace, but artists realize that their commission-
ers of images and texts lack the creative skills to generate high-quality 
outputs: 'There is nothing to worry about… yet.' Overall, there is a slightly 
optimistic belief that artists’ particular competencies will still be needed 
(Odendaal, 2023).

I can relate to that. AI requires AI skills, some of which are creative  
and critical thinking skills that artists’ particularly hold. Just to be sure,  
I asked ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2024).

Dear chat, I hope you are doing fine! I have a question. I am curious  
to know which skills and competencies are needed to create the 
 greatest outputs with AI. Could you give me a top 10?

  'Creating the greatest outputs with AI involves a blend of technical 
skills, domain knowledge, and soft skills. Here are the top 10 skills 
and competencies that are crucial:

  1 Machine Learning and Deep Learning
  2 Data Science and Analytics
  3 Programming Skills
  4 Mathematics and Statistics
  5 Domain Knowledge
  6 Big Data Technologies
  7 Cloud Computing
  8 Project Management
  9 Ethics and Bias in AI
  10  Soft Skills: critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, 

strong communication skills, and collaboration and 
teamwork skills for working in multidisciplinary teams.'

 
This was not what I had hoped to read. Disappointed and puzzled,  
I asked a follow-up question. 

What about creative and social skills?

  'Creative and social skills are indeed essential for creating the 
greatest outputs with AI. Here are some specific skills in these 
areas that are particularly valuable:

  Creative Skills
  1. Innovation and Creativity:
   •  Ability to think outside the box and develop novel  

AI applications.
   •  Generating original ideas for solving complex 

 problems with AI.
  2. Design Thinking:
   •  Applying human-centered design principles to  

AI projects.
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   •  Understanding user needs and creating AI solutions 
that are intuitive and user-friendly.

  3. Visualization and Storytelling:
   •  Using data visualization tools to present AI insights 

compellingly.
   •  Crafting narratives that effectively communicate 

the value and impact of AI solutions.
  4. Artistic Skills:
   •  Integrating AI with art, music, and other creative fields.
   •  Using AI for generative art, design, and multimedia 

projects.

  Social Skills
  5. Communication:
   •  Clearly explaining complex AI concepts to diverse 

audiences, including non-technical stakeholders.
   •  Writing comprehensive reports and documentation 

for AI projects.
  6. Collaboration and Teamwork:
   •  Working effectively in multidisciplinary teams,  

often involving data scientists, engineers, business 
experts, and domain specialists.

   •  Leveraging diverse perspectives to enhance  
AI solutions.

  7. Empathy and User-Centric Design:
   •  Understanding the user’s perspective and creating 

AI systems that meet their needs.
   •  Ensuring AI solutions are accessible and beneficial 

to a broad audience.
  8. Leadership and Mentorship:
   •  Leading AI projects and guiding teams towards 

successful outcomes.
   •  Mentoring junior team members and fostering  

a collaborative learning environment.
  9. Negotiation and Persuasion:
   •  Convincing stakeholders of the value and feasibility 

of AI projects.
   •  Navigating organizational dynamics and securing 

buy-in for AI initiatives.

  10. Cultural Awareness and Adaptability:
   •  Being sensitive to cultural differences and ethical 

considerations in global AI projects.
   •  Adapting AI solutions to different contexts and 

 ensuring inclusivity.'

These new results show how fickle AI can be. Regardless, the second 
list is more compelling to me and probably also to the organizers and 
stakeholders of AICON. As it reads on the website: 'The ‘radicareful’ AICON 
movement connects citizens, artists, and researchers in an exploration 
of the social-beneficial potential and challenges of AI.' Over the course 
of a couple of months, AICON Lab brought artists together with local 
 residents to enable a broader conversation about society and AI.  
In workshops they co-created artworks, which were exhibited in a  
central location of the municipality of Rotterdam. 

Art-based Interventions addressing major Challenges 

The academic literature encompasses a wide range of terms to denote 
the activities in which artists are involved (as change agents, if you want): 
socially engaged art, community-based art, dialogic art, experimental 
communities, and interventionist, research-based, or collaborative art 
are some of the notions with which an expanding field of co-creative 
practices has been labeled (Bishop, 2023). Such art-based interventions 
(ABIs) rely on the premise that art can communicate facts and ideas 
through sensory experiences and symbolism. Art has an interactive ca-
pacity by means of which people can relate to other people, technology, 
or ideas. ABIs can provide alternative perspectives on new or old prob-
lems. They do so by stimulating people’s imagination and reflection. As 
such, they may empower individuals by increasing their self-confidence 
and personal development. At the organization level, ABIs could contrib-
ute to innovative and inclusive workplaces. And at the same time, ABIs 
can have spillover effects on society, particularly when citizens or com-
munities are deeply involved (Schiuma, 2009; Azmat et al., 2018). Indeed, 
ABIs can come in many ways depending on the role of the artist: as an 
autonomous creator, as a collaborative process leader, or as an active 
co-creator of transformational solutions (Table 1). My ongoing research 
elicits that the outcomes of ABIs are diverse: an artwork in public space 
or on display in a museum context, new learnings or skills that result from 
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are provided of knowledge and skills that European citizens need to 
 engage confidently, critically, and safely with AI systems. Examples 
 include the awareness of what AI systems do and what they do not do, 
the understanding of the benefits, limitations, and challenges of AI sys-
tems, and the skills to use, interact, and give feedback to AI systems as 
an end user.1 Eventually, increasing citizens’ digital literacy could narrow 
the  digital divide, and enhance economic productivity as well as social 
 equity. Perhaps playful and creative ways of engaging citizens with AI 
could foster their overall digital literacy. Table 1 presents an overview of 
distinct types of ABIs in relation to their potential outcomes in terms of 
the digital literacy of the citizens that are engaged in those ABIs. I also 
include the required competencies of the artists involved (inspired by 
ChatGPT) and the expected outcomes of the ABI from an artistic per-
spective. We need more experimentation to assess whether such a 
 theoretical proposition indeed requires the proposed competencies  
and leads to the outcomes as they are presented here.

Artistic and artificial Intelligence: a Match made in Heaven?

Wrapping up, the turbulence caused by the advent of emerging tech-
nologies, such as (generative) AI, may impose a threat on creative 
occupations, raise questions about ownership in creative sectors, 
and reduce artists’ earnings. In parallel, emerging technologies such 
as (generative) AI may represent an opportunity for artists and other 
 creative professionals because its usage could require the reliance on 
creative and social skills that these individuals tend to possess. Think 
of artistic skills, creativity, visualization and storytelling, empathy, and 
adaptability. Artificial intelligence may thus benefit from an ‘artistic in-
telligence’ for its further development and usage in a responsible and 
human-centric manner, by all. At the same time, engaging confidently, 
critically, and safely with AI systems requires paramount knowledge  
and skills from its users. Initiatives like AICON Lab explore the role that  
art and artists could have in the development of people’s digital literacy.  
As such, it is exemplary for the collaborations that the Royal Netherlands 

a workshop, (technological or processual) solutions that are adopted 
within an organization, innovations that are the result of an artist-in- 
residence in an SME, or transformational perspectives on societal issues 
as a result of participatory processes, transdisciplinary approaches,  
and multi-level engagement as in several of the New European Bauhaus 
initiatives. In the case of the latter, artists and/or designers as well as 
other stakeholders (including citizens) jointly address major challenges 
that our societies face. Here we can also provide the example of project 
IDOLS* in the Netherlands. The aim of IDOLS* has been twofold: provid-
ing work opportunities for creative professionals and tackling societal 
problems with themes as broad as the energy transition, health and 
wellbeing, agriculture, water and food, and safety (which is reflected in 
the acronym for Increasing Demand by Offering LearningS). It has been 
suggested that the arts and culture sectors could become more resilient 
and could contribute to more resilient societies if they engage in urgent 
challenges such as the green transition, inclusive growth, social and 
 territorial cohesion, and digital transformation (Betzler et al., 2024).

Art, AI, and digital Literacy

Digital literacy is a critical condition for a human-centric and equi-
table digital transformation of societies. By demystifying AI, art and 
 artists can contribute to the digital literacy of the population, glob-
ally. Countries such as the Netherlands have signed the Bletchley 
Declaration that states that 'for the good of all, AI should be designed, 
developed, deployed, and used, in a manner that is safe, in such a way 
as to be  human-centric, trustworthy and responsible.' At the European 
level,  digital literacy policy is, for example, addressed in the Digital 
Competence Framework for Citizens (DigComp), which provides a 
common understanding of what digital competence is (Vuorikari et al., 
2022). It is understood that an increased digital literacy from citizens 
is required because of the emergence of technologies such as Virtual 
and Augmented reality, robotization, the Internet of Things, datafication, 
misinformation and disinformation, the green and sustainability aspects 
of interacting with digital technologies, as well as AI. The integrated 
DigComp 2.2 framework provides 'more than 250 examples of knowl-
edge, skills and attitudes that help citizens engage confidently, critically 
and safely with digital technologies, and new and emerging ones such 
as systems driven by artificial intelligence (AI).' No less than 73 examples 

1  Next to knowledge and competencies, 
DigComp 2.2 also addresses critical yet open 
attitudes toward AI, human agency and con-
trol, and the ethical considerations of usage.
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Academy of Arts and Sciences and a few sector organizations envision 
in a recent position paper: it makes a plea for the valuation of the trans-
formative power of artists and an ‘ambitious civil commissionership’ that 
creates the modalities through which artists, scientists, and civil partners 
can collaborate on equal terms. Only time will tell whether human imag-
ination and artificial intelligence are a match made in heaven.

Artworks gener-
ated with or by AI

Artworks about AI Creative work-
shops supported 
by AI

Cocreation pro-
cesses with AI

Required 
AI compe-
tencies of 
artists

Artistic skills. Visualization and 
storytelling;
Communication;
Negotiation and 
persuasion.

Communication;
Leadership and 
mentorship;
Cultural Awareness 
and adaptability.

Innovation and 
creativity;
Design thinking;
Collaboration and 
teamwork;
Empathy and us-
er-centric design; 
Cultural aware-
ness and 
adaptability.

Expected 
outcomes 
(based on 
the ABI-
literature)

Artworks (including 
art in public space 
but also artworks 
designated for 
a specific con-
text, such as the 
museum, office, 
and/or a private 
context).

Artworks (including 
art in public space 
but also artworks 
designated for 
a specific con-
text, such as the 
museum, office, 
and/or a private 
context).

New learnings 
and/or skills, re-
lated to AI, or facil-
itated by AI.

(technologi-
cal or proces-
sual) Solutions 
adopted within 
organizations;
Innovations that 
are the result of an 
artist-in-residence 
in an SME;
Transformational 
perspectives on 
societal issues as 
a result of partici-
patory processes, 
transdisciplinary 
approaches, 
and multi-level 
engagement.

Potential 
outcomes 
in terms 
of digital 
literacy 
(selected 
exam-
ples, from 
DigComp)

Readiness to con-
template ethical 
questions related 
to AI systems;
Openness and 
curiosity towards 
today’s emerg-
ing technologies 
and applications 
and intentionality 
to discuss about 
their use with other 
people.

Knowledge about 
what do AI sys-
tems do and what 
do they not do;
Awareness of how 
AI systems work;
Awareness of AI 
systems’ reliance 
on and collecting 
of users’ personal 
data;
Openness and 
curiosity towards 
today’s emerg-
ing technologies 
and applications 
and intentionality 
to discuss about 
their use with other 
people.

Knowledge about 
what do AI sys-
tems do and what 
do they not do;
Awareness of how 
AI systems work;
Ability of using AI 
systems and Apps;
Awareness of AI 
systems’ reliance 
on and collecting 
of users’ personal 
data;
Openness and 
curiosity towards 
today’s emerg-
ing technologies 
and applications 
and intentionality 
to discuss about 
their use with other 
people.

Awareness of how 
AI systems work;
Ability of using AI 
systems and Apps;
Readiness to con-
template ethical 
questions related 
to AI systems;
Willingness to col-
laborate with AI 
projects for social 
good to create 
value for others.

Table 1: Required AI competencies (generated by ChatGPT) of artists and the expected and 
potential outcomes of four types of art-based interventions that rely on AI

Ellen Loots is an associate professor of Cultural 
Economics and Entrepreneurship at Erasmus 
University Rotterdam. She is involved in a course 
on the impact of arts and creativity in society 
(with Marjelle Vermeulen and Emiel Gieles).  
In the academic year 2023-2024, one of the 
 student teams partnered with VONK municipality 
of Rotterdam and Team Kallenbach to study the 
 impact of AICON Lab.
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REFRAMING 
VAGUENESS
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Reframing Vagueness: 
it’s all about Perspective

I’ve been chewing on the word ‘vague’ lately. Used 
in English and Dutch in more or less the same way, it 
has a negative sound to it, a hint of judgment. It’s a bit 
 offensive. It feels like the speaker is unable or unwilling 
to invest a moment to look further or take a split  second 
to think. But you know what? Maybe it’s too soon to 
make that judgment-maybe we just haven’t taken  
the time to zoom in or out. 

Let’s reframe vagueness and see it as a challenge to 
engage, to look closer or step back. Consider a cloud, 
an impressionist painting, or a snowflake. At first glance, 
they may seem a bit fuzzy, hard to grasp. But change 
your perspective and the magic appears. Look closely 
at the cloud and you’ll see tiny water droplets; step 
back from the painting and you’ll see the landscape; 
zoom in on the snowflake and you’ll see stunning 
 crystals. It’s all about perspective, isn’t it? 

Over the past year, I’ve been involved in several pro-
jects - a cross-paradigmatic scientific research, an 
unconventional art-science-society collaboration, and 
my own post-covid health journey - all of which have 
occasionally been labeled 'vague'. It stings every time. 
Because it feels like a period, a full stop. It’s like hearing, 
'I don’t understand - and I’m not interested in trying.' 
My instinct on these occasions is to defend and explain 
myself (which is, to be fair, my job as a scientist), but 
then I think about it and realize that these cases have 
something in common. There is more to it.
 

What we see as vague may actually be an indicator 
of something new, unconventional, out-of-the-box, 
 abstract, complex, or underexplored. In other words, it 
may be worth taking that moment to zoom in on the 
details, to zoom out to see the bigger picture. it might 
just expand our horizons, deepen our understanding, 
open our minds - and our hearts. My own experience 
with long COVID for example, is anything but vague.  
If you zoom in, you can see the body’s highly sophisti-
cated defense mechanism at work, involving a beau-
tiful interplay of bodily systems. By the way, did you 
know that the longest and most complex nerve in the 
autonomic nervous system is called the ‘nervus vagus’? 
Zooming out, the post-covid shadow pandemic has led 
to tremendous advances in scientific understanding 
and recognition of post-acute infectious diseases- 
an unexpected positive side effect after decades 
of  medical and societal gaslighting (and sexism). 
Fascinating, right?

So the next time we feel the word vague pop up, let’s 
consider it an invitation to dig in. 

Viva vagueness!

Moniek Buijzen
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This brings us to the end of this chapter of our 
AICON journey, we hope you have enjoyed the  
ride so far. But this is only a temporary stop,  
there is more to come, the world awaits us.

Join us on our adventurous journey, board the  
AICON train. Blow off some steam as we move  
forward. One of our next stops: the international 
family science museum NEMO in Amsterdam.  
For the  transgenerational co­creation of a 
 human(e) integration of AI in our society. On  
our communal terms.

 'During my career, I have gained a lot of expe­
rience in different work environments. One of 
the lessons I have learned is to dare to let go of 
what doesn't work and embrace new ways. This 
is not always easy. It takes courage, persever­
ance and support. Let's have courage together, 
persevere together and support each other. 

Initiatives like AICON awaken curiosity, con­
nect, empathize, and contribute to finding 
solutions to today's pressing challenges and 
a better  future for all’. 

Géke Roelink 
Managing Director NEMO Science Museum
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As you leafed through this book, you may have 
felt the young scholar in you awaken, tickled by 
the experiences of the diverse partners in our 
AICON ecosystem. 

Did we perhaps awaken the scientist in you?  
Did you get new ideas, perspectives, thoughts, 
observations, or even bursts of inspiration? This 
means that you have already become part of 
the AICON ecosystem: a safe environment for 
 cocreation, with an open invitation to engage. 

A friendly suggestion: why don't you use the open 
space on the following pages to write down your 
thoughts? Maybe use a pencil instead of a pen, 
because perspectives can change, they should 
be dynamic and open to new experiences and 
observations.

Team AICON
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