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1 Building Foundations for Civic Engagement   

Engaging with  civil society is resource intensive. Done responsibly, it requires investing in the 

foundations of these collaborations , such as building trust and cultivating the relationships that allow 

a collaboration to grow.  

 

This seed fund supports projects that work with  civil society, meaning citizens, community groups, and 

civic organisations, beyond consultation or wider dissemination of findings. These are projects where 

civil society helps shape and carry out the work. We want to help create the conditions for engage d 

research to be impactful.  

 

To this end, we support small -scale initiatives that explore methods, frameworks, or tools for building 

these foundations responsibly.  

  

 

Consider examples from the past edition:  

 

- With GIS, Care and Community: a research approach for local innovation, co -designed with 

women in rural Costa Rica, building on their knowledge and priorities.  

- Black Death/Black Aliveness Summer School: A summer school held outside the university 

campus, designed in collaboration with local organizations.  

- U-MEET: a public installation of migrants’ stories in Rotterdam and Brussels, built with local 

organisations to support their advocacy.  

- Ethics of Resilience Workshops: neighbourhood workshops that build a shared vocabulary for 

residents to engage with city resilience policies.  

 

 

1.1 What we provide  

The funding available is €2,500 per project  (max) , and we will fund a maximum of six projects in 2027.  

Eligible costs  can be, for example:  

- Implementation : venues, consumables, equipment, expert reimbursement, travel, partnerships with 

civic partners and non -traditional scholars (including training of civic partners)  

- Communication & Dissemination : civic -oriented publishing, communication materials, wider -

audience platforms  

- Other, justifiable costs: in consultation with us.  

 

Non -eligible costs  include: salaries, publication costs not related to civic engagement, costs for involving 

citizens as study participants.  

 

Next to the funding, we extend our support to:  

- A dedicated kick -off session;  

- Ongoing guidance and contact with our HIER team;  

- Access to the wider HIER network, and consultation about opportunities for future funding;  

- Showcase via our communication channels, and other visibility opportunities.   



 

1.2 Who can apply  

This call is for collaborations between research and civil society. It is open to researchers affiliated with 

an EUR faculty. However, we strongly encourage applications made together with named civic partners.  

  

Additionally, please note : 

• Each project can submit only one application, led by someone affiliated with EUR.  

• Teams that include early -career researchers from underrepresented groups are especially 

encouraged to apply. This is considered as a qualitative observation in the assessment.  

• Only eligible costs (see above) are covered, and all costs must be clearly justified. Purchases must 

follow EUR procurement rules.  

• Projects must have ethical clearance before they start.  

• Projects must start before 2027 and be completed before September 2027.  

 

1.3 Timeline  

The call opens: October 8th  

Deadline: November 16 (extended ) 

Eligibility notification: Shortly after submission  

Results: Within six weeks from submission  

1.4 H ow to apply  

Please submit a PDF to hier@eur.nl  by November 2 nd, including:  

• A short proposal  to outline (max 2 pages):  

o Your project idea and a clear description of  meaningful involvement of civil society 

throughout the project;  

o If applicable, an impact domain, between: Resilience and robustness of our society, 

Sustainable entrepreneurship and inclusive prosperity, A just transition to a sustainable 

society, Healthy society and accessible & affordable healthcare, The responsible use of 

technologies;  

o Your implementation plan.  

• A budget  (max 1 page), with a breakdown of costs, and how they support engagement with 

citizens in your project.  

1.5 Assessment  

A jury of experts will assess your proposal, based on:  

1. Relevance to the call  

• Does the project help build the foundations of responsible collaboration with civil society, such as 

trust and lasting relationships?  

• Are civil society partners meaningfully involved through the research process?  

 

2. Approach and originality  

• Is the approach clear (aims, methods, and how partners take part)?  

• Does it treat partners responsibly, for example through trust -building, shared decision -making, and 

learning along the way?  

• Does it offer a fresh or creative way to work with civil society?  

• Does the project include a way to reflect on and learn from its own practice?  
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3. Feasibility  

• Does the team have the right expertise?  

• Are the scale and ambition realistic for a seed fund?  

• Is there a clear plan with timeline, activities, and risks?  

• Does the budget support civic engagement?  

 

To avoid possible conflicts of interest, jury members with a direct work or personal relationship with a 

candidate will not evaluate their submission.   

 

Any clarificatory questions regarding the focus of the call and its procedure may be submitted to the 

coordinator of the call , Chiara Stenico , at hier@eur.nl . 
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Bijlage A  

Heading  3 

Tem veribus ciende numquod igenis quidunt ea quationem re, sumquae porporepra doloratur? 
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que labo. Maion pa que coriame plis ero duciisquam, offictoris acil iniatur, nihitibusda et accum 

atiorep udipienis et plic tem inis dolo volorum es ea is vo loresciet odic testiatas et fugitectem nim et 

volo opta conseni minihit iorepedio illest, incillaut lab ideliae conseri re in poreceatiat.  

 

Am, quam ipsam solentia vid que vollabori accus, venisci psaped excearumque offic tescienet aut offic 

tem ut vel et ium sus aut ipicipsam, coriti sit rem lici optaerio blaboris dolestrum core net et et pariae vid 

quia cum rem hic tectius et ilitia inveliti is dolupta tioria volupta tiatem iunt es dis earchil leniend iciliquibus 

plaborit omnihilignis et et persper rumquid ignam, sitium et prest aut officat voloreprovit ad endant latem 

volo ium antionet militas eum abo. Git quia qui ute pro invendus eicto temp os id mo occaerovit 

voloreptatum expel ma illatisqui ad exerit modi conecati optat aut duscil iunt venditae molorro quo 

eribus et volorrum quiat.Bo. Itatescime duntorent re nihite voluptia niti quiatiosa sunt pel inctium es as 

dipsa inci num facesto ressin t re omnis consequia quodi repudis sincto tetur sandunto in porepratiis dunt 
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Alitae solor rem que nia vellesti apienihil inia ne eaquam nat oditian disqui aliquati natur asin corum 
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tem eaquide ratecum nem est am hit voluptatem voluptur?  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


