


7 steps to a U.S. student visa
1. Get accepted to U.S. institution
2. Receive your I-20 (F visa) or DS-2019 (J visa) form from the 

institution.
3. Pay the SEVIS fee 
4. Go to our website to start the visa process
5. Fill in the DS-160
6. Pay and register your appointment
7. Visit the Consulate General in Amsterdam for your non-

immigrant visa interview.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will go into the 7 steps to get a U.S. Visa.



What School or Institution
will you attend?
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Work together with your institution, with Fulbright or find a sponsor on j1visa.state.gov/routej1  

We don’t come into the process yet. You probably are all set in this regard.



Your host and your purpose determines the visa type
 F1 visa: I-20
 J1 visa: DS-2019

Get your I-20 or DS-2019
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Presentation Notes
Minor differences in the visa types. 
J-visa for exchanges
F-visa for general study purposes



 Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
 Registration system to track all students and exchange 

visitors
 Bring the receipt to your interview!

Pay the SEVIS fee
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Presentation Notes
SEVIS is a web-based system for monitoring international nonimmigrant students and exchange visitors in the United States.

Program run by DHS



nl.usembassy.gov

Visit our website

Follow the steps here
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This is where we come in.




https://nl.usembassy.gov/visas/nonimmigrant-visas/


 Register and complete the online form – The DS-160
 Biographical information 
 Travel history

 Print the DS-160 confirmation page
 You must bring the confirmation page to the interview !!

Complete your appointment application
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A form gathering background information and travel history.
Answer true fully 
You will need the confirmation number later



 https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-nl/niv

Pay and register your appointment

Presenter
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This is our supplier for appointments, payment and delivery

Payment only possible with visa or master debit card (so not most Dutch bank cards or credit cards)
OR
Bank transfer 

Waiting time 3 days for payment

10-15 days for appointment, very dependent on the season.

https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-nl/niv


 It’s at Museumplein 19, Amsterdam
 Read our access guidelines

 Be on time
 No I-Pads or laptops
 Mobile Phones are ok (bluetooth off)

Visit the Consulate General
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So don’t go to the Embassy in The Hague



The interview:
 Prove that you’re returning to you home residency 
 Prove you have adequate financial support
 Does your story make sense ?
 Know your rights (J1- Wilberforce Act)

During your Consulate General visit
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Important elements are listed above.

Convince us that you’re not an intending immigrant.

The level of proof is determined by what you’re going to do. No hard rule

If you’re doing a 2 year exchange we don’t expect you to have a return ticket. 
If you’re doing a master at an IVY league school where you need to bring more money we expect more proof

Wilberforce Act is information concerning human trafficking. You’ll get this information when you apply for a visa (DS-160) (J-1)




Traveling: Tips and Tricks
When can I enter the United States?
Before the start/after the end of your program

 J: Enter 30 days before / leave 30 days later 
 F: Enter 30 days before / leave 60 days later
 You can only enter or leave once (during this period)

During validity of the visa: Multiple Entries
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Travel: 
We don’t recommend you go longer than that. 
If you leave, for Canada for example, and want to return, make sure you have a Visa (if overland) or ESTA (if by plane). Even if it is just a transfer on the way home.

If you already know that you’re going to travel outside the U.S. please apply for a B1/B2 together with your J1/F1 appointment


Please remember entry and duration of stay in the U.S. is always up to CBP officer



Links
1. General: http://travel.state.gov and 

http://j1visa.state.gov/routej1/
2. SEVIS payment: https://www.fmjfee.com/
3. Consulate General Website: https://nl.usembassy.gov/
4. DS-160: https://ceac.state.gov/ceac/
5. Appointment: https://ais.usvisa-info.com/en-nl/niv/
6. Visiting information: https://nl.usembassy.gov/embassy-

consulates/amsterdam/access-security-notice/
7. Fulbright.nl 
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