Investing in Quality Education (HOKA)
EUR WAS OFFERED MILLIONS OF EUROS TO
INVEST IN HIGHER QUALITY EDUCATION
By Jordie van der Burgt, 3rd year IBA Student
In 2015, the Dutch government abolished the study grant for
students. Since then, the government explored ways to invest
the newly available funds to improve the quality of higher
education. Dutch universities will now receive more than two
billion euros in the period 2019-2024 under the “Quality
Agreements for Higher Education”. This will allow universities
to invest in new teaching methods such as small-scale
education and better student support system.
During 2019, Erasmus University and its faculties created plans,
with both students and staff. The voices of the student body
were thoroughly represented in these sessions. Due to this,
“student wellbeing” is an important central theme for the HOKA
funds and projects. Another central theme is Erasmus X, which
is a platform that fosters innovation and agile culture to create
positive societal impact. While Impact at the Core is a central
theme that focuses on educational quality by bringing together
students and societal partners to learn in real-time and
deconstruct education. On top of these central themes, each
faculty has developed their own plans to advance its higher
education; from tutor academies to flipped classrooms and
more.
The University Council and Faculty Councils will continuously
monitor the spending and execution of the plans until 2024.
Due to this, the University Council has expanded their oversight
role, to ensure that spending is effective and in the interest of
the Erasmian community. Have ideas for world-class
education? Email us at university.council@eur.nl.

The University Council holds
this topic in high priority
because the funds are directly
related to the abolishment of
the study grant. Therefore,
these funds should arguably
be directly allocated back to
the students. This is also why
we believe that students
should
be
continuously
involved in the facets and
process.
There is a smaller delegation
within the University Council
that is dedicated to following
through
the
proper
implementation
and
improvements of projects and
programs. This group closely
audits the university-wide
central themes on a regular
basis with relevant policy
makers. It also monitors
faulty plans and spending
through connections with the
Faculty Councils.

