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1 Synchronising files with your computer

1.1 Introduction

With the desktop client, you can synchronise (sync) your files with a directory on your
computer. Folders and files inside this directory will be kept in-sync with SURFdrive, which
means that new and/or modified files will be downloaded and uploaded automatically. Also, if
you delete a file from your SURFdrive it will be automatically removed from your hard drive.
The desktop client is available for Windows, Mac OSX and Linux.

1.2 Downloading and installing the desktop client
You can install the desktop client for your @wEURkK computer via the Application Catalog.

Open the Application Catalog from your desktop and search for SURFdrive. Then you will
see the option to install the SURFdrive sync client (as is shown in the picture below).

LYl Re eIl My Application Requests My Devices |‘ — = |
surfdrive "
1 |

BROWSE BY Search results for surfdrive in All: 1 Close Search

Category Publisher NAME VERSION PUBLISHER CATEGORY REQUIRES APPROVAL

Al (@)  surFdrive Not suitable for RDS

Mot suitable for RDS

fS) SURF sURFdrive

SURFdrive is een p enst voor het hoger onderwijs en onderzoek, waarmee medewerkers en onderzoekers gemakkeljk bestanden kunnen opslaan, synchroniseren en delen. Log in met je
ERNA account en krijg direct 100 GB tot je beschikking. Auto update disabled INSTALL

On the remote desktop only the SURFdrive web client is available.
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For Windows, Mac OSX an Linux you can download the desktop client here:
http://surfdrive.surf.nl. To install the desktop client:

For Windows: Run the installer.
For Mac OSX: Drag and drop the SURFdrive.app into your ‘Applications’ directory.
For Linux: Linux users can use the desktop client provided by ownCloud. Please

refer to the installation instructions here: http://owncloud.org/sync-
clients/#linux. Note: after installing the Linux client, you are asked to
fill in a ‘Server Address’. Please use: https://surfdrive.surf.nl/files.

MNote: The desktop client will automatically create a folder on your hard drive where your files will be
stored. This folder is called "'SURFdrive’ and is located inside your home directory (On Windows:
C:/Users/<usermname=/SURFdrive; On Mac OS8SX: /Users/<usermmame=>/SURFdrive).

To easily access this folder, you can create a shortcut on your desktop. Or, you can click the
SURFdrive icon in the taskbar, and click 'Open folder SURFdrive’.

Open SURFdrive in browser
Open folder "SURFdrive’

Recent Changes »
Settings...

Sign out
Quit SURFdrive

1.3 Logging in to the desktop client

After installing the desktop client, a login screen will appear (as is shown in the picture
below). Select your institution from this screen and login through your institution.
After logging in, the desktop client will start synchronising.


http://surfdrive.surf.nl/
http://owncloud.org/sync-clients/#linux
http://owncloud.org/sync-clients/#linux
https://surfdrive.surf.nl/files
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Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam

Single Sign On Service

Erna D

Pazsword:

Log In
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1.4  Extra features for the desktop client

You can access extra features for the desktop client by clicking the icon in the status bar.

Open SURFdrive in browser
Open folder 'SURFdrive'

Recent Changes >
Settings...

Sign out
Quit SURFdrive

From here, you can:

- Open SURFdrive in your web browser

- Open the SURFdrive folder on your local hard drive
- See which files have recently been synced

- Access the settings for the desktop client

- Sign out of the desktop client

- Quit the desktop client

1.5 Changing the settings
Use the ‘Settings’ window to change some settings. The following settings can be changed:
Add Folder / Remove

By default, the desktop client synchronises the entire root folder of your SURFdrive and all of
it's subfolders and files. However, you can specify specific folders to sync instead of your
entire root folder. To do this, first ‘Remove’ the default sync (Note: this will only remove the
sync, not the files; all files that have been synced to your hard drive will be kept there). Then
click ‘Add Folder and specify a folder on your local hard drive. After clicking ‘Continue’, you
can select a specific folder from SURFdrive to sync with a local folder on your hard drive.



Synchronising files with your computer m

ANANS SLRFdrive
“ Accounl
Suber 3 ramote dedtinarion feldar
i Acthity v [=) SURFdrive P
* . Temp oklar
© Generel » [ SURFdriva-clianis Folder... |
*5. Hatwark > &l Shared Flefieen 5
v 005 BLIES
| W Documenls | ===
Canecel GoBeck | | AdedFoler | o
Edil Igneved Files |
621 ME of 100 38 (0,8%) in use.
Mote: Some folders. Includng netwaork mounted ar shared folders, might have Modity focoun |

diffargnt limits,

Closa |
If you would like to sync your root folder and all its contents again, select SURFdrive (the
topmost folder).

Edit Ignored Files

To prevent certain files and/or folders from syncing with your hard drive, you can use ‘Edit
Ignored Files’. Files or directories matching a pattern will not be synchronised. To add a new
value, click ‘Add’ and enter a pattern. For example, if you would not like to synchronise files
and folders with the word ‘Shared’ in it, you can specify that here.

aNa s SURFdrive
A Account
Trashes | Add
& Activity &t DocumentRevisions-v100
Tapvemd flamave ———
£3 Ceneral sk Add Foldar...
Ty Matwoek Niaccess Pausa
loorhr
-5 Rl rmiowe
D"
*Amp
Sharad

Filas or diresiories malching a pattern will not be synchronized

Chacked hama will also be delated If they prevent & direstary from being
removed, This is useful for meda data

Cancad | | QK|
S.mr.lgn Arcount Maintenance
| Edit Ignorad Fies
B21 MB of 100 GB (0,6%) in usa.
Mote: Some folders, inchuding natwork mounted or sharad foldars, might have | Meodby Account
different limils.
Close

Note: If you enable the checkbox in front of the pattern this file and/or folder will be removed
from your SURFdrive.
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There is a system wide list of default ignore patterns. These global defaults cannot be
directly modified within the editor. Hovering with the mouse will reveal the location of the
global exclude definition file.

Note: Modifying the global exclude definition file might render the client unusable or cause
undesired behaviour.

Activity

Under the ‘Activity’ tab you can see a log of the syncing activity.

808 SURFdrive
Account Sync ACtivity
{4 General
*; Melwork
Retry Sync Copy

 Cioss |

If for some reason files and/or folders are not synchronised you can refer to this log to find
out if there are any errors.

Network
This tab consolidates ‘Proxy Settings’ and ‘Bandwidth Limiting’.

You can change the following proxy settings:

No Proxy: Check this if the SURFdrive client should circumvent the default proxy
conimaged on the system.

Use system proxy: This is the default setting; it will follow the system proxy settings. On
Linux this will only pick up the value of the variable http_proxy.

Specify proxy manually as: Allows you to customize the proxy settings.

- Host: Enter the hostname or IP address of your proxy server, followed by the port number.
HTTP proxies usually listen on Ports 8080 (default) or 3128. SOCKS server usually listen on
port 1080.
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- Proxy Server requires authentication: Should be checked if the proxy server does not
allow anonymous usage. If checked, a username and password must be provided.

With bandwidth limiting you ensure the desktop client is not using more bandwidth than you
specify. This might come in handy if you have a slow connection. You can limit your
download and your upload bandwidth to a certain amount, specified in KB/s. You can also let
the desktop client limit your upload bandwidth automatically: then, uploading will only take
place as long as no other applications are uploading something.



