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Manual thesis monitoring system ‘My Papers’ in SIN-Online 
Guus Eilers, 6 December 2013 
 

Use of a thesis monitoring systeem 

SIN-Online contains a thesis monitoring system (My Papers) that will be used at the ESE. 
This thesis monitoring system is already in use at the Erasmus School of Law (ESL). The use 
of the thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online aims for two goals: 
 
1. Registration of all theses 
2. Recording of appointments and pre-versions (e-mail + attachments), eventually with the 

registration of milestones and deadlines. 
 
Ad 1. The registration of theses in the concerning SIN-Channel can only be done by the 
thesis coordinator or the secretariat. From each thesis is registered at least: 
 
1. The name/erna-id of the student 
2. The name/erna-id of the supervisor 
3. The title of the thesis (this can be changed later on, so use for instance ‘Thesis of student 

X’ if the title is not known yet) 
4. The start date of the thesis (default: registration date) 
 
Ad 2. De thesis coordinator may define milestones. The supervisor of a thesis may define 
deadlines for the fulfillment of these milestones and for other appointments. The student will 
get an automatic warning at the approach of a deadline. This supports the thesis supervisor 
and the student in the progress of the thesis process. Further on the communication in 
SIN-Online between the student and the supervisor is recorded (e-mails + attachments).  

Login to SIN-Online 

To login to SIN-Online (and in Blackboard) you can login with your ERNA-id into the portal 
MyEUR (www.myeur.nl). After login, you’ll see a screen with different windows, including a 
window for SIN-Online and one for Blackboard. 
 
Next click in the SIN-Online window on My Page. You are now in SIN-Online and see the 
courses/channels from which you are owner (o) or to which you are subscribed (s). By 
clicking on the channel name you’ll enter the channel/course.  
 
The option ‘Channel Management’ below in the right column is similar to the ‘Control Panel’ in 
Blackboard. The option Channel Management only works for channel owners; via Channel 
Management you may for instance. 
 

 Define parameter settings (Settings) 

 Add folders en files (Folders) 

 Send messages (Message archive (new)) 

 Add new theses (Papers (Archive)) (as coordinator/secretary of a thesis channel) 
 

http://www.myeur.nl/
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SIN-channels for ESE-theses 

For the registration of ESE-theses and the use of the thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online, 
the next bachelor channels en master channels in SIN-Online are available. The concerning 
thesis coordinators and secretaries are added as owner (mentioned between brackets): 
 
AE : Kruining, Mes, Viola Gonzales, Van Holten 
BE : Scholte, Steenbeek, Van Florestein, Rietveld, Molenaar, Van Bogaert, Varisli 
FISC : Lieverst, Hamers 
TE : Ramsaransing, De Rave, Beerentemfel, Ettekoven, Ligthart 
ECTRIE: Kop, Van Hees, Kroek, David  
 
Bachelorscripties 
- Bachelorscriptie Algemene Economie (Crutzen + AE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Accounting (Van der Wal + BE)   
- Bachelorscriptie Finance (Van den Assem + BE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Marketing (Hofstra + BE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Fiscale Economie (J.E. van den Berg + FISC) 
- Bachelorscriptie Behavourial Economics (Müller + TE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Entrepreneurship, Strategy and Organisation (Colantone + TE)   
- Bachelorscriptie Health Economics (Van Ourti, Gielen + TE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Urban, Port and Transport economics (Van Reeven + TE)  
- Bachelorscriptie Econometrie (Paap, Fok, Diris, Van den Heuvel + ECTRIE) 
- Bachelorscriptie Economie en Informatica (Van der Wal + ECTRIE) 
 
Master channels/scripties 
- Master Econometrics and Management Science (ECTRIE)   
- Master Economics and Business  
- Master Economics and Informatics (ECTRIE)   
- Master Fiscale Economie (J.E. Van den Berg + FISC) 
 
Masters programma’s/scripties 
- Master's programme Accounting and Finance (Van der Wal + BE) 
- Master's programme Accounting and Auditing (Van der Wal + BE)  
- Master’s programme Behavioural Economics (Müller + TE)  
- Master's programme Computational Economics (Dekker + ECTRIE) 
- Master’s programme Controlling (Van der Wal + BE) 
- Master's programme Econometrics (Paap, Fok + ECTRIE) 
- Master's programme Economics and ICT (Dekker + ECTRIE) 
- Master's programme Economics of Management and Organisation (Crutzen + AE)   
- Master's programme Entrepreneurship and Strategy Economics (Burger + TE)   
- Master's programme Financial Economics (Van Bekkum  + BE) 
- Master's programme Health Economics (Van Ourti, Gielen + TE) 
- Master's programme International Economics (Crutzen + AE)   
- Master's programme Marketing (Donkers + BE) 
- Master's programme Operations Research and Quantitative Logistics (Van den Heuvel + 

ECTRIE) 
- Master’s programme Policy Economics (Crutzen + AE)   
- Master's programme Quantitative Finance (Kole + ECTRIE) 
- Master's programme Quantitative Marketing (Paap, Fok + ECTRIE) 
- Master's programme Urban, Port and Transport Economics (Van Reeven +TE) 
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My Papers  

Within the thesis process there are three actors: 

 Student 

 Thesis supervisor 

 Thesis coordinator / Management 
 
Model: the thesis coordinator is owner of the thesis SIN-channel (in this example ESETEST) 
for all theses within the capacity group.  
 
> SIN-channel ESETEST  
> Channel Management 
> Settings 
 
SIN-Online uses the term Papers for theses.  
For each SIN-channel you can define that you use the option Papers/Theses (Show Papers 
on). From all settings, the next buttons/settings are important for Papers/Theses:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
For each SIN-channel you can define milestones (Paper status codes) within the thesis 
process, for example: 
 

 
Within the thesis process agreements are made between the student and the supervisor 
about these milestones and about deadlines. With coloured bullets you can see in SIN if a 
deadline is fulfilled / approached / passed: 
 
Grey  : no deadline or deadline is still far away (default >=30 days) 
Green : deadline approaches (default < 30 days) 
Red : deadline has passed (default -1 day) 
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Let’s input a thesis as thesis coordinator:  
 
> SIN-channel ESETEST 
> Channel management 
> Papers 
> Add New Paper 
 
A new Paper [Untitled] will show up. 
> Click on [Untitled] 
 

 
 
 
> Click in this screen on Settings  
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Fill in the information for the thesis (title, start date, author/student, supervisor, etc.): 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Hint: The coordinator should send a first message (New Message) to attend the 
student and the supervisor that the thesis is registered.
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After the thesis is registered by the thesis coordinator, the student and the supervisor are on 
move. Under My Papers the student and the supervisor can see the communication with 
regard to the thesis (e-mail + attachments), and also how far the process has made progress 
(if the milestones are ticked off).  
 
By clicking on the thesis, you enter the thesis window: 
 

  
 
By clicking on New message at the bottom, the student or the supervisor can send a new 
message with one or more attachments. The supervisor also can set a new deadline. These 
deadlines me be connected with the milestones, but may also be connected with other 
appointments: 
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The student will see in his e-mail box an e-mail message with a link to the thesis page in 
SIN-Online:  
 

 
 
By clicking on the link, the student will go directly to the thesis page in SIN-Online: 
 

 
In the same way, the student can post a message on the thesis page (via New message) with 
one or more attachments. The student cannot set any deadline, this option is only reserved to 
the supervisor. 
 
In fact the whole thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online is archiving all messages and 
attachments between the student and the supervisor. The advantage is that this 
communication is recorded, including the agreements that are made. In this way a thesis is 
also heritable in the case that a supervisor is leaving the ESE.  
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De thesis supervisor can tick off at any moment which milestones are met: 
 

 
 
De thesis coordinator and the management can get an overview of all theses in the SIN-
Online thesis channel (via Channel Management > Papers): 
 

 
 
At the top of this page there are a number of criteria for making a selection of all theses.  
For example all theses that are supervised by lecturer X (Supervisor = X) or the number of 
theses for each lecturer (Display <By Supervisor>):  
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When finished, the thesis can be archived (e-mails + attachments) by the thesis coordinator 
via Select (last column) and the button <Move selected objects to archive>.  
 

 
 
Archived theses are marked with a [x] behind the name and the coordinator can switch 
between the archived theses and the active theses. 
 
A supervisor can make a thesis hidden, so it will not appear any longer in the list: 
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Finally 

For appropriate use of the thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online, also by the management, 
it is essential that:  
 
1. All subscribed theses are registered in the system 
2. The communication between the student and the supervisor will happen in SIN-Online 

(and e-mail) 
3. Milestones have to be defined in order to monitor the thesis process. Milestones can be 

defined per thesis channel / capacity group. 
4. These milestones have to be ticked off by the supervisor (weakest point in this process). 
 
The advantages of the thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online are: 
 
1. Registration of all theses 
2. View on (the progress of) the thesis process 
3. Simple use by e-mail and attachments 
4. Recording of the communication/agreements between student and supervisor (e-mail) 
5. Recording of the (pre-)versions of the thesis 
6. Online check on plagiarism of pre-versions (attachments). This will prevent unpleasant 

surprises at the end of the process 
 
What’s still missing in the thesis monitoring system in SIN-Online: 
 
1. There is no unambiguous place for the end version of the thesis 
2. The Programme Board wants that the thesis process is evaluated by the student for all 

theses (100% evaluation), similar to the evaluation of courses.   
Of course this evaluation is not anonymous, as with the course evaluations, so the 
supervisor should only see the evaluation after the grade has been determined (or after 
the student has passed the master’s exam). 
We think of the possibility that the final version of the thesis can only be handed in after 
completing the evaluation. 

 
The next adjustments are asked via the Change board of SIN-Online: 
 
1. Unambiguous place for the thesis proposal 
2. Unambiguous place for the final version 
3. Uploading final version after thesis evaluation is filled in 
4. Extra role for co-reader 
5. Extra field for groups/categories (for instance section) 
6. Extra field for name of internship company 
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Appendix 
 

 
 
Bron: Volkskrant online - Banen 
http://www.vkbanen.nl/carriere/expertblog/cohen/757454/De-tentakels-van-het-
scriptiemonster.html 
 

http://www.vkbanen.nl/carriere/expertblog/cohen/757454/De-tentakels-van-het-scriptiemonster.html
http://www.vkbanen.nl/carriere/expertblog/cohen/757454/De-tentakels-van-het-scriptiemonster.html

